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% @ive me the people, the democra.ci:y;,‘ the men who' till the
fields, the men who build ships and cities, the men who sub-

- jugate the wilderness, train and rear it into a noble civilisa~
- tion, and so far consummate the Divine purposes of creation. .

From this element have some of the most powerful intellects
and potentates.of the world sprung. Homer, Shakespeare,
Michael Angelo, the gréat jurists: of England, the great
statesmen of America, the marshals of Napoleon were from
the democracy. Give me the people, the democracy of Ire-
land! Should they demand the liberty of Ireland I shall not

- wait on any lord or pedant, mor on any lord or pedant’s
flunkey to ratify the claim. Give mc the peasanty—the rp-

viled, scorned, ignored peasantry of Ireland. Their wretched
cabing have heen the holy shrines in which the traditions :}}1(1
the hopes of Jreland have been treasured and transmitted.

We-quote this extract from the speech of Thomas Francis

Meagher on-8t. Pattick’s Day, 1866, at Virginia City, for a
two-told purpose, '

* First, in order to draw the attention of our readers. to the
.speech .itself " which ought to be easily-accessible -in any

published edition of Meagher’s speeches. Second, in order
to emphasise a point we would wish our readers to pondoer
over, viz.—that in the eveolution of civilisation the progress
of tha fight for national liberty of any subject nation must

Ferforce keep ‘pace with" the progress of the struggle for
i

berty of the most subject class in that nation,' and that the
shifting-of forces which accompanies the development of the
system of society leads ineyitably to. the increasing conserva-

- tion of the non-working class element, and to the increasing

revolutionary vigor and purity of the working class.  This
second point as the most important on the future of the Irish
working class we propose to make the burden of our remarks
in this issue. | :

. We have elsewhere pointed out that the 1>1°o{>i'acted_ i_léatuh;;g

of the struggle for the subjugation of Ireland was due to.the .
circumstance ‘that the Fnglish conquest of our country in- |

volved a complete change in the social system as well as
a fransference of 2ower from one race o another, Feudalism.
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based-on private property, was the foundation of the social

- Hitherto the study of the social séruc’oure

system of ;the Norman invaders, whilst on the other hand, the
Irish system of society was based essentially upon clan or
common ownership. As a result the fate of Ireland could nét

~ be settled by the result of a single battle as was the fate of

LEngland, where one victory of the Normans sufficed for the
practically ‘complete conqnest of that country. T

- The Irish chiefs were not rulers by divine.right, they were
the elected choice of the clansmen, and as a vesult the don- .
quest involved the abandonment of the right to choose and
control their rulers, -and not merely a change in tlie per-.
sonality. of irresponsible despots as was' the ‘cage in England, «
The land of Ireland was the common property of the people, -
the conquest involved making it the private property of itha
English nobles or of Irish traitors, and hence was nob- s0
casily effected as if it had Dheen-previously private property
and the conquest had only effected, a ¢hange of owners.” We
are aware that this reading of Irish history has been fiercely
disputed . by, some, and badly interproted by others. Yet:
from the time we first outlined it briefly in our pamphlet,

—* Frin’s Hope,”” this concepbion of. the essential underlying’

fact in the mystery of a people contlinuing a struggle for 700°
years against the overwhelming military force of an oppres-
sing nation has made headway amongst thinking ‘Irishmen:
as the only explanation of that phenomenon. 'ﬁxe presents’
Celtic Revival 1n Ireland, leading as it'does to a revonsiderar

© 1ion and more analytical study of the laws and ‘soecial struc-’ _..

ture of Ireland before the invasion amongst its other good
results will have this one also, that it"will confirm"and estab--

lish the truth of our conception. . . CL
_ | of Ireland in the,
past has been marred by one great fault, For a description

* and interpretation of Irish social life and cusloms the student . .
depended entirely upoh the descripiions and interpretation of”

men who were-entirely lacking in knowledge, of an jnsight inte
the facts and spirit of the things they attempted to describe.’
Saturated with the conception of feudalistic or eapitalistic,
social order, the writers perpetually strove to explain Irish
institutions in ferms of an order of things to which those
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o ﬁossibly ‘convey the same meaning as the other, much less
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 tion of Morgan’s nioiumental work on ‘‘ Ancient Society” |
was the key to the study of-American native civilisation | -

-~ fuller comprehension by the multitude.

- fongue of his childhood.

TRISH OPINION

- DrorMprk 8, 1917,

Inskitutions were entively alion, Yrich titles indicative of
the function in society performed by their hearers, the
yriters explained by what- they supposed were analogous
titles in the feudal order of England; forgetful of the fact
that as the one form of society wag the antithesis of the -
other and not its counterpart, the one set of titles could not

o o translation. Much the same mistake was made in
America by the early Spanish conquistadores in aﬁqmptlgaq/-
4o describe the social and political systems of Mexico and
Peru, with much the same results of introducing almosb
endless confusion into every attempt to -comprehend life as
it actually existed in those countries before the econquest.
The Spanish writers could not mentally raise theméelves out
of tho social structure of continental Furope, and hence
their weird and wonderful tales of despotic Peruvign and

Mexican ‘* Emperors.’’ and ! Nobles”’ where only existed —

the ‘claborately organised family system of a people not yet
fully evolved into the jpelitical state. Not.til! the publica- -

veally found' and placed in the hands of the student. The
‘same key will yet~unlock the.doors which guard the treasures
of our native Celtic civilisation, and make them possible of

But as the first requisite of such a study will take the
dtudent back to the Norman -invasion  into all accessible
literature antedating that time, that key must be wielded
by one to whom Irish, old and modern, is as familiar as the

Meanwhile, the sbudent attempting to-understand Trish
political 111::e down to our own day had best keep in mind its
primal beginnings, The result of the long-drawn-out struggle

— R

. the chains of mankind and oyr own,

g0 far has been that the old chieftancy has rliSappéare&‘pr
through its degenerate descendants has made terms with
iniquity and become part and parcel of the supporters of the -

- established ovder ; the middle class growing up in -the niidsb

of the national struggle, and at one time, as in 1798, through
the stress of the economic rivalry of England forced intp
the position of revolutionary leaders against the political
despotism of their industrial competitor, have now also
. bowed the knee to Baal and havé a, thousand economic -
gtrings in the shape of investments binding them to English
capitalism as against every sentimental or historic attach-
ment drawing them towards Irish patriotism. Only the Irish
working class remain as the incorruptible herjtors of- the. .
- fight for freedom in Ireland,. - Sy =
The clansmen .of ancient Ireland, when they fought the
invader, fought the attempt to make them landless serfs in
their own country, fought the attempt to deprive them of
the ownership and control of their means of subsistence; we
- of the Modern Irish Working Class, the lineal heirs of {the

.~ ancient clansmen, heirs of their spirit and heirs of thoir -

wrongs, . find- embodied in the social order of capitalism the
injustice against. which our fathers fought, find ourselves
homeless, landless; pYopertiless,. exiles in évery country as
well ag our-own, and hence, recognising a brother in every
~saul in travail uinder the like injustice we join hands with .
“the Socialist working class to reconguer for all the owner-
ship.and control of our means of subsistence, and_thus break-

~ (Parts of the foregoing article are embodied in the ¢ Fores )

- word”’ to ‘“ Labour ” in Irish Histéry, by James Connolly,
~of which work a new cheap edition has just been issued by

Maunsell & Co, ; price 1s.)

CC— —

~+ The Workers an.

* The development, of Industry ’* is a phrase made common
by constant use, but frequently used without depth of mean-

- ing, Ptatesmen and company promoters alike, imply that
this or that country should control particular key industries
so that they may h0ld a position of privilege. Their adyo-
tacy of such a claim or aspiration may differ slightly in
terms, bub whether it be for national advantage or private

' gain—most probably the latter in both cases—there’is seldom,
if ever; any desire to directly raise the social standard of the.
‘workers by such means, and this must be of supreme im-
nortance to the workers. Briefly, the furtherance and
development; of industry is merely, under existing .eircum-
stances, capitalist enterprise for private profit. ~ =~

. -The workers, however, in’highly developed industries are
Re.gmmng to understand The fact that they are only

- “instruments of production ”’ under modern methods, and
recognise o g certain degree that they must control to some
extent the industry they are engaged in, so that they may be

- ahls thereby to control their own lives. ~ B

Herei IS opening up a new social -order st industry =
should really De managed and developed according to the
requirements and welfare of the workers. The cultivation of
food; the weaving' and manufacture of wearing apparel ;
quarrying “and building of habitations; engineering and
kindred trades, ete.—all because they are necessary for the
peaple of all nations—will bhe scientifically carried out with
the aid of machinery with the minimum of applied labour
essential, and entirely in the interests of the common eood.
. Capitalism, ‘nevertheless, not only grows fat on p?oﬁt-
making industries, but also neglects necessary development
gem}medmte results are not forthcoming, or which may be

| %mrfental to transport or other interests, 3 -

i é:x - lzj'elzmd to-day, coal and mineral deposits are neglected,

where; as In the case of iron ore mining, the industry is
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being partially worked, there is no connecting industry to
- 2ssist in ibs development, but the product is shipped at high~
freightage charges which tend to keep labour wages, low,
- instead of using it in extending the industry for home require-
ments ahd thereby gaving freightage on raw aud finished
production. According te a report on the ‘‘Resources of
Metalliferous Qres,” recéntly issued, numerous instances are
given in Ireland of valuable mineral products of high per-
_~centage lying waste except in isolated cases, . Fven in the
latter instances there is no possible means of ysing the are
except to ship it across chafinel. The same 1'ep01*£vétates
that in Arigna, Co, Leitiim,.a blast furnace for smelting
ironstané pretured there was actually in operation in.1765.
. In extending Trish industry the experience. of intensely
industrialised areas should servé as an example to prevent the
- establishment of similar evils, By all means establish every
- possible industry required to make Ireland more self-support
ing, but beware that they may fall inta the clutches of pro+
fiteers, ready to exploit the workers, forcing them to live -
in smoky, conzested, badlv housed areas.- enslaving them
and “their children' to inhuman conditions. Contral of
, mdu'stry by the workers engaged in the industry, and the
})r“?dupts of the industry being used for the collective wel
- fare. 15 the only method of solving the econmomic and social
prgl;lems inherent in our present-day system of society. ,
.a S e, the workers, must therefore prepare the means and
a opt the methods to accomplish this or similar objects. This -
cin.o):lly be achieved by making the workers’ ranks proo
against. division, able to withstand the assaults of the un-
| 3(11?3‘;13:1;2 gﬁ?m{} ang ]i?ady to fight for the interests of
s inberests . Organige ' + this ides
Organisation is ,POWGI’? -a Organise, then, for this .ldeaL
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The reference 1o the Grand OQrient in |

these IWotes last week mugt not be -re-
§ n. ary seénse an apology for
that jnetitubion. b ec ‘

poliey of ‘‘Jrish Opinion,” or of any

~ journpal speaking for democracy, to re-

commend the Grand Orient as a céntre of
progressive . idean. - In desling, however,

, with the internatienal relations of Irish

Labour, ib is necessary to point out thab

~ European politics are mot capable of

being simplified to the degres implied by
current. eriticism in our independent
natiopaligb Progs.. While it is interesting

to people who like that sort-of thing to

- " know exactly how many of the prominent

. nagons, no serious argument can be |

Allied stategmen and politicians are Free-

... based upon such facts, howsver discreditn

4

»

able they may be to certain members of
the Party. The point we wished to estab-

lish wag that, in France ab least, the
organised opposition to the Grand Orient’
is composed exclusively of the Royalist
 reaction, so that Republicans, whebher
members or approvers of .the Grand

QOrient or not, mugb support it when it is

. c¢hallenged on politicai - grounds, Not to

.

do so would be to assist and encourage

‘the ungcrupulous enemies of the Re.

- . B .‘i’r e ‘-"W
. ;..,ftﬁj',;’v‘i Y “
' "'~n"na‘$ {ﬁ‘ .
2

U,

- Treland has no reason to criticise one

side of French politics while ignéring the-

other. The Grand Orient looms large
in the affairs of the Allies. It was
Lemaitre, Barres, Léon Daudet and
Gompany  who operated by means
of the Iweague of- Patriots and the

Actjon TFrancaise ,ip such a way as lo.

foster the spirit of revenge for Alsace-

. Lorraine, and to arouge the militaristic

‘spirit in France by capturing the higher
ranks of the army. The loudest denuu-
ciptions of the Grand Qrienf have come

from the upper military circles, and. a

lodg campaign of chauvinist natjonglism
ended in the imposition of the Three
Years’ Miitary Bervice Law. = Tvery

wacialist in France opposed that Law,

buf the reaction .triumphed, and when

this war was imuiinent the assassmation -

of Jaurés removed the most powerful wit-

. ness of the campaign which he had fought

go vainly o defeat, and whose inner Lis-
tory he knew too well. If the Gra-d
Orient 18 so well represented in the ranks

" of the Allies to-day, let us not forget how

its adversaries had worked for a quarter
of a coentury-to bring about the present

state of affairs i France,

.‘ B -

»

| 0 Inoall thi§ domestic history of a foreign

o

country thé only aspech of any interest
- :tD

A ’

¥4 could not be the

- of the Grand Orient are distinguished by

“thusiasm for the Allies to take the accus-

| be forcibly reminded of his grandfather,

democracy in bhis country is’ that |

ig nobt mentioned. When both sides are

Hun, and each side has dome its *¢ bit”’

fanatical . monarchists, As for Viviani,

' %port’ance., Ire was entertained in America
by a vast assembly of Protestant  be-

‘due mainly to his own imbecility, He

_ TRISH OPINION

RS ———

- International Notes.

which relates to the siruggle of the-
French working class ~against the ox-
ploitation of patrjotism by the reaction-
ary capitalist, cliques. As we propose
here “to. comment upon foreign politics

from a purely democratic point of vidw, |

it is essential that our reasders’ should
understand how. meaningless all refer-
ences to the Grand Oriént must be, so
long as the other. side of the controversy

considered it is seen'that the subject has.
no bearjng whatever upon any [rish proh-
lem. Neitlier the friends nor the enemies

any qualities which would -endear them
to us; both are fervent haters-of the

in the present war. ” As a matter of poli-
tical fach, all-we have fto remember is
that while the Grand Orient stands for
the French Republic, its opponents are

whose atheism is of such international im-

lievers, whose singing of the hymn, ‘“ On-.
ward,. Christian’ Soldiers,” moved him to
4 confession of faith! The light. of
heaven he once claimed to have extin-
guished once more illumined the sky and
enabled him to see God, but it is the
““ God of vengeance’ whom he now
claims to have seen. So now he is fit to
consort with the pure in spirit nearer
home! . o

W

Now that. it is quite clear that ‘¢ Irish
Opinicn »’ does not propose to seb up a
branch establishment of the Grand
Orient, we may be permitted {o montion
a toplc of more importance, to wit, the
recent municipal -elections in New York.
The” defeat of Mitchel’ & grandson was

had ap excellent record for his term of
office, and had actually given New ¥York
its first taste of honest mumnicipal gov-
ernment. If he had not allowed his en-

temed fdrm of treason and spy mania,
the city might ~ow be spaved ihe pros-
pect of a resumption of Irish-American
misgovernment in its worst—i.e., Tam-
many—Fform. By a liberal application of
the term pro-German, Mr. BMitchel suc-
ceeded in winning for Judge Hylan the
German-American vote, thereby affecting
the conjunction.of Irish-American an

German-American voting power which
did not come aboutksthis time.ldast year,
when it might have kept Ameérica outb of
the war by defeating President Wilsen’s
candidature for the Presidency. While
we are glad that Mr. Mitchel should thus

whose views would certainly have recom-
mended themselves to an independent

| and on us.

st mtacxs
s

» | \

1 ———

astrif

siasm. vfo‘r Tammany, even though Justice
«Cohalan was one of
backers.” | Lo
hatans s aeaninsael

" N

rally in support of Morris Hillquit, the
Socialisk candidate, whoge election would
have wcombined

tion has been a real victory for Labour.
Tn spite of an incredible campaign of
lying and scurrility, "in which the
Republican and Democratic candidates’
second largest poll in two Boroughs—
Queen’s ; his total number of votes being
142,178. - The super-
with all the capitalist Press, except -the
‘Hearst papers, behind him, and sup-
ported hy ex'—fPr

Taft, only secured some 7,000 odd votes

Jncrease of 450 per cent. in the Labour
- vote,Further; New York will have seven

by Frish-America, whose faithfulness to
- Tammany brings diseredit on thembgelves
| They  could have punished
Mitchel and served Ireland by voling for

1 a real champion of national and inter-

national freédom. However, while Tam-
many grafts, New York will-have the
" satisfaction of knowing 'that jingoism
has-- received. a serious sget-back, in

to the President in importance.
with one vote.

Y

on the discussion of peace fermls, we ars
glad to know that Camille Huysmans,
the secretary of the International, has
telegraphed {o Arthur Henderson, sug-
gesting that this is the time to give effect
to the Stockholm resolution. Contrary
to the .reports sedulously’ circulated by
the capitalist Press, the Socialists of
Furope have all voted in favour of the

| 8tockholm Conferenge, and now is- the

.moment when Labour must insist upon
its right to meet dnd discuss the problems
of war and peace which so’ intimately

| affect the masses of all the countries con-

cerned. We cannot allow the arbitrary

equally arbitrary assumption of repre-
sentative power, to keep us apart. - When
the Conferehce assembles our first con-

American electorate, we have no enthu-~ |

of Ireland. - -

14 = @

Hylan's jprincipal

" We should like to have seen a gemeral -
ood city government

with sane war views, As 1t is, the elec-

emulated Mr, Mitchel, Hillquit had the .

triot, Mitchel, -

esidents Roosevelt -and-
more than Hillquit, who has recorded an..,
Socialigt Aldermen, for the first-time in
its undemocratic history; and the num-
ber of Socializts in the New York State

Assembly has increased from two to ten. -
What a glorious opportunity was missed

the person of an official who ranks next
) ] _ Our re- -
gret is that two birds were not killed

Apropos of Tord Tansdowne's letter

negation of liberty to travel, and the

cern must be to secure the representation

[

&

98,413 in the Bronx, and 12,748 in

Vs
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Lurgan Gas—Workers' Strike, ’

Tor a fortnight past the lalbourers. em-

p]o ed by the Lurgan Urban letncb

;(ouncﬂ at "the Gas Works, thirteen in
Fuh ber, have been on strike for” an ad-

| vance. in w ages. In this industrial centre
‘ prosperous  Ulster ”’ fully-grown
men—imarried men with fanuhes——-—hav

been employed at laborious work for 16/-
per week, plus 2/- war bonifs, The men,

vho are members of the Workers’ Unian,

drm,a,nde an inerease of 6/- per week.
The Council refused even to discuss the
questlon and the men ceased work. 13/-
"8 week is the reward of ¢ 10ya1ﬁy”l

TLurgan is a town which- boasts of having

sent more men to- the ““ Colours ”’ than
ony town of its size in Ulst‘br, and it has

had more than a due share of casualties.

At 18/- a week one may well ask if the
cabualtles of peacew—btarvatmn and dis-
eage—are not likely to be even more fatal
than’the caxsual’mes of war, We wish the
men success... ' : ' '

Derry,

The recéntly published report of the
Derry Trades Council shows that twenty-
eight Societies. are ~affiliated, and that
after 'a very strenuous and . successtul
half-year, the Trade Union movement 1

Derry amd district is stronger than eV(,l"
beforo in 1’05 hzstory | "
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o ~ In a recent speech M, Hughes, the Prime Minister of the

Australian Commonwealth, denounced--Sinn Feiners: and the = |

International Workers of 'the World as the main obstacles to
the enforcing’ conscription-on-the Australian people. These
two bodies, according to Mr. Hughes, working in concert, were
strong enough to defeat the measure on which he had staked
his political existence; and hisJ%test orations have been

mainly occupied with the attempt to discredit them by =

referring to ‘‘ German gold,””” *‘ Germany’s secret agents,”’
"and all the rest of the claptrap of the ¢ patriotic . orator.
. Readers of even the English Press have by this time got

a pretty good idea of Mr. Hughes and his aims. They know.
that he was returned-to power as a leader of Labour; that
he has declared the conscription of wealth for war purposes

« to be out of the question; and that he led the campaign in

- favour of conscription of the lives of Australian citizens.
- They also know that the people of Australia, in spite of #he
organised breaking-up of anti-conscription meetings, rejected
his proposals by an enormous majority ; and that inthe fight

" ‘against those proposals the forces of Sinn Fein and organised
Labour led the way. o C . . -

The problem has now arisen in Australia for the second’

time. Mr, Hughes and his followers are using every weapon
in their armoury to discredit Sinn Fein and Labour in the
cyeg of Australian public opinion. “They knew that these twa
forces are the-only ones with sufficient vitality to avert the
congeription of lives.
diverted or supp’gessed: there would be no further obstacle °
in-the path of the Government; "public opinion could be
dragooned by emergency legislation .and the judicious em-

. ployment of illegal force; the richeman’s investments would
be safe, while the poor man’s son could be dragged off to
death on the battlefields of Flanders. But while Sinn Fein

and Labour stand united, they are perfectly well aware that

their new conseriptionist campaign is doomed to the same
failure as the campaign of 1916.. . L
1t is, in one sense, a remarkahle”circumstance that in
Australia Sinn Fein has found .it possible to-work in such
close co-opération with the Interfational Workérs of thes
L World.: Sinn Fein is' a national movement, pure and simple.
«+t8 economic theories are noi necessarily those of advanced.

&
v d

A Lesson from Australia.

. . BYM. NouAN.. &

" Tess closely allied,

" Theéy also, know that if they could be |
. O’Brien and Young Ireland failed.

. of I.abour on the true pat

t
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Labour. = It numbers capitalists as well as workingmen

" among —its ‘members. - The- International Workers of - the

World, on the other hand, represent advanced Labour in
twenty different countrvies: they are not, strictly speaking,

pro-Irish any more than they are pro-American or pro-Dutch, ,

Yet in the.present struggle the two. bodies are able to act

- together in spite of their theoretical- divergence of idesls. .

~ In Treland, Sinn Fein and Labour have the same battle
to fight as in Australia, The forces opposed to them are
more powerful and more cruel. There iz all the more need
for them to stand together, Y
the lesson, James Connolly, one of the greatest men that
Ireland has ever produced, realised from the beginning that
in Ireland, even more than in any other country, Nationality
and Labour must stand or fall tegether, Before his death
hig ideas had spread, and Irelarid and Labour shed their
blood togethor in Easter Week, Since Connolly’s death Sinn -

Two years ago they had learned

v

Fein and Labour ha¥ve: not hecome estranged, hut they arev

separate provinee, but it is also right that each should
remember that it can only triumph with the other’s aid. -
The only kind of Irish Stgte worth working for is ome ih

- which the claims of Iahour will be recognised as thev are not

recognised in Ireland or England to-day. If Dublin is to

- . reinain a city of slums and tenements, of unemployment and

starvation, it is as well off under an English monarchy as
under an . Irish Republic, The ideals of Connolly must
permeate the Sinn Fein movement if it is not to fail as Smith
But it is equally true that the cause of Labour in Ireland
ig irrevocably bound up with Ireland’s national emancipa-
tion. "So long as Irish industries can be crushed.by one
stroke of the pen of a Government official in Whitehall, so
long will Ireland be empty of industry, empty of enterprise,
empty of everything ‘but hunger and squalor. If Connolly.
saved Sinn Fein by allyin% it with Lahour, he set the feet
‘ . when he told the labouring-men
?f‘ Ireland that Labour could never he free till Ireland w33
ree; ' : | -
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. Irish Labour Party :

At the Derry Congress held in August last a scheme was
adopted for organising those active members of the Trade
Unions who desire to promote thé growth of an Irish- Labour
Party. According to the circular letter which has been sent
by ,the National Executivé to the hranches of affiliated

« Societies, the scheme depend§ for its success upon.the cordial
co-operation of the, bramch secretaries or shop-stewards or
othér specially appointed collgctors, ‘¢ and the branches are

.. urged-to adopt the scheme with enthusiasm and endeavour

. to enrol as large a number of subscribing members of the
“Irish Labour Party as possgible.”” =~ =~ (

Iivery week that passes (the letter continues) hrings

. additional proofs of the necessity for strengthening the-
influence on Irish public affairs’ of & well organised Labour™

Party.” The pressure we have been able to put-in the past
o local corporations and the Irish Governmernt has gee.n
considerable and of much benefit to Trade Unionists and the
working classes in general, but the urgent problems arising

. out of.the war; thie need for a sustaived agitation 1o’ secure

. - Throughout the world

. B

, L ’ o . S h : ' c
Organising Scheme,
that Labour’s voice shall be heard in the Councils of the
Nation, deraand that a much greater effort than ever must
now he made. To do this .effectively we must enlist the
active personal assistance of Fhose thousands of workers who
hitherto have been hut passive sympathisers. We are con~
fident that-the members of your braibgch will do their share .
in this work. The Organisation.and fabour Representation
Fund which we propose to raise will be used for strengthen~
ing the Trade Union movement in those places where it is

" weak, and to assist in seéuring the return of Labour Repre-

sentatives to the National Legislaturs,
Tabour is. emerging from , its
obscurity and proving itself a force to bhe reckoned .with by
the governing powers—soon perhaps -to bhecome itself the
governing power. In every nation of Ifurope, in America
‘anada, Australia, South -Africs, even in far China an
J a}pa,n, there are National Lahour parties supported by the
muriptions of the workers, . We will not have it said thad

E J* V ' *
o N e

&

It is right that each should have its

B ——2
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. of all the Nations of the world the workers of Treland alone

‘were inarticulate |

The following is a summary of the scheme decided upon:—'

Ycheme for organising groups or Societies or ‘hranches

of Societies on the one hand, and individual supporters who
are hona-fide members of Trade Unions on thé other, and
bringing them into direct association with the lrish TLabouz-

- Party. |

It ig agsumed that it is at present undesirable to maké -
eny formal change ifithe existing constitution of -the——-

Irigsh Trades Union Congress and Labour Party. |
It is recognised that the affiliated Unions contain a

proportion 6f membens who ave im definite active sym-

pathy with the Irish Labour Party, but having a large

number who, while vaguely sympathetic, are not tonsciqus :

. of any personal association with the Party.

Tt iz also Trecognised .that "oh@e are ~Qocleties or

~branches of Societies which are as 4 ‘whole opposed to the
. Irish Labour Party, but which' contain a minority who

desire to become actively associated with us. 7
~ The National Executive believe that it is necessary to

gather thege all in, and bring them into direct relation
-with the Party, and that this may be done hy -the ex- -

- pedient of recognising them as ¢° Subscribing Meémbers.”’
1t ig, therefore, decided to establish the Stamp system
for payments of contributions to an Organisation ,and
Labour Representation Fund. A subscriber’s card to
be issued by the National Iixecutive, ruled with spaces

for gtamps to be affixed. Subscriptions to be Threepence

er month, Specially designed Stamps o0 he issued by
‘the Hixecutive, face value Thregpence each. Secretary of

branch {6r whoever may be -appointed as Collector) to -

receive stamps, which are to be charged to him at the

rate of Twopence-halfpenny each, the other Halfpenny -

1o be retained as expenses of collection. Branch Secre-

- tary or Collector on receipt of contribution to affix a .

stamp to cdrd indicating that the Subscribing Membefr
has paid to the ¥und the sum of Threepence, ,

L.
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* 'This will apply to cases. where

Society officially adopted the scheme, and appointed tlis:

 Qecrefary or other collector to receive subscriptions and
dishurse stamps. But there will also be cases where the

“branch or Society will not sct officially. In suchedséd™

. we will try to find a member who will act as collector)
whose duty will be to obtain as many regular subseribers
~from amongst hig fellow-workers as possible. Kv |
' only thres or four are enrolled in a branch, it will be

o _valuable work done—if every, branch of every Trade

~ collectors appointad,

Union provided not less than four subscribing members
> to the Irish Labour Party, we would have a very strong
organisation.. o o S

In support of this scheme the Xxecutive proposes to

‘assist branches by propagandist visits, add by the issue,

wiren funds permit, of pamphlets, letiflets, etc..
‘We have pleasure in directing our readers’ attention to

. these proposals. It is inevitable that it will be left to a few

ai branch of an aﬁﬁiéyt@d

- L Xt

Even if

members in each branch to be o ‘“ ginger group *’ ‘&4nd hegoma-

the propagandists of the political side of the La,l‘?bm\%-—: Oves
ment in Ireland. These few, then, must see to it that the
proposals of the Congress are diséissed by

Without adequate funds the Executive ‘c._annbt do the work

orggnisers, print and distribute literature, co-orditiate the

‘policy of the Labour representatives on the variotis Loeal.
 Governing Bodies, and do all the rest of the work that lies’
- to the hands of a National Labour Organigation, -

the branches and -

that is demanded of them. With funds they can appoint

- We note that the schems is a voluntary one, that there id :

no compulsory levy for this fund. This implies that the syb-

seribers will be personally attached to the organisation as.

" individuals, and should ensure that the subscribers will taks .

tively. S 4 o S
We hope to learn that the scheme is being given the fullest _
| measure of support throughout the country, A

a more active interest in the growth of the party than is the
case when the funds are all subscribed by the Society collec-

iy I
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ﬁeﬁls faf Hungry Sohoo) Children,

" Notes and Comments.

T

At lagt Irish school children are to have
-gomething like the benefits enjoyed by
ithe school children of Great Britain in the
-matter of school meals. A Bill recently

introduced at Westminster provides that

a local authority may spend out of the

rates such sums as may be necessary to

meet the cost of the provision of, food

“under the Iducation (Provision of Meals,
Ireland)” Act, 1914, certain sections' of

which. enactment it repeals. Where a

local authority in any aresa’ spends out of

the rates any ‘sums for the provision of

food under the 1914 Act & sum, not ex-

ceoding one half of the amount so ex-

pended shall be paid to the local autho-

- rity out of money provided by - the
Treasury subject to régulations to be

made by the Local Government Board

for Ireland for the purpose of securing

© that the arrangements for the provision
~ of food are adequate and are carried out
- efficiently. . ‘The. powers'of a Tdeal nutho-
rity for the i

may be used for the provision of meals
to children attending a Natienal school
within its area hoth on duys when the
- #rhool meets as well as on other days.
Pome attempt hag been alréady made to

LT T TN

™y

rovision of school mesls |

grapple with the wurgent problem of the -
hungrv. school child in Ireland  Under
the 1914 Act not miote than a halfpenny
in the pound could be levied upon the
rates for this purpose. Nevertheless

-some very good work has already been

done im. Diublin and elsewhere. The in~.
creasing ‘cost of {oodstuffs has made the
provision of meals ‘a°very difficult task
upon such a small rate without any State
assistance. The new Bill, when it is
finally passed into law, will ease the task:
considerably, as any sum may ba levied

-upon the rates, and half the sum so

levied and used will be added.from Btate-
funds. We trust this Bill will quickly
become an Act, ag ‘the rigours of ‘a hard
winter, coupled with the present cost of

Nliving, may thereby be greaily mitigated

for the famished Mttle ones wliv are com-
pelled to attend school whether they have

had any food or nat,

‘Technical Edueation,

It i3 to be feared that our workers do

-not take that interest in {echnical train-
ing that might reasonably he expected
~of them.

‘ At a recent meeting of the
Dublin Rotary Club, Mr. Goog’, of the

Building Tradea Federation, gave somg

L ey
&

& class in the evening,

rather startling figures on this subjech. .

- In none of the classes inspected by him,
Cgaid Mr, Good, was the interest or at-
tendance up to the standard that might

be expected in a city like Dublin. It i%

-a pity that our young workers do nob
take advantage of ‘ |
- by our technical inatitutes, where clagses
- are arranged to suit their réquirements.

the facilities offered

Tt ig not only that these classes will make
them more efficient craftgmen and

artisans, efficiency is not by any means -

the end and aim of human life ;. by these
classes a broader outlook, a wider knotw-

ledge and a keener interest in life and

in_worle would he obtained. [+ is pra«
bable that many of our young workers
are tootired aftef a day’s work to attend

in 7, but, on the otlier
hand, it is perhaps as tiriag to parade
Grafton or Mary Strests for the best
part.of an evening. We would commend

thess classes to the attention of gur

young readers in the hope that thev tmay
make some nuse of them, A fipend

technical schools have many difficulties

tu, meet and to contend against. Like
all education in thig land- of oufy, it is
inadequately ﬁna.ncgﬂ. ‘While incrensed

(Continvued on Page 21),

‘Ag‘ain, our
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- port, its organisers will assist the Tride Unionsg in their
- work, will aid them towards national thinking ufon labour
{ - affairs and upon labour problems. -1t can undertaks an
educational campaign to bring home to the minds of eur
| people as.a whole, to our workers in particular, what the
demand and rights of La}% are, 'This i3 wvery hecemgary
- to-day, when not only theje probletns with whicli we have

been familiar for solong still await solution, but new problenis
coused by the war, the nature and extent of which we are

- still unawake, will demand solution when peace comes, B
We trust that every -erganised labour body in the country
R will give our new Lnbour Party. all the support, both moral
IR . and financial, of which it is capable.. It is a Party which
should attract the support of the rural labourer as well as
‘the town artisan, The minimum wages fixed for agricul
turdl labotr cannot be regarded as satisfactory, ahd very
much remains yet to be dome. It is probable that most of
the Trade Unions will join the Party collectively; at least

| ~ IRISH OPINION, | |
. The organ of Industrial and Political. Democracy. -
Literary 'coﬁfmﬁhioétiéhs . should be addressed to the

- Editor, and buisiness communications to the Manager, at the
Office, 27 Dawson Streeb, Dublin. ™ : S

Matter intend;acifor publication in the following issue mhusb
reach the Office not later than Monday afterncon.
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© The Irish Labour |
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N St ST - - | e think they ought so to do, as it seems to us their obvious -
‘ : ’ t T e -~ | “+duty.  But even if they do mot we are glad to note thab

S ar y. g . individuals, members of Trgde Unions not joining collec-

o | ) | Y b o tively, mav sfill joint the party. 14 would be ‘well if miembers

N | | | ) . of rural.labour societies not calling themselves, or acting
" "We print this week an outline of the drganising scheme of ﬁ’ t',}[‘rade %monsg, (ﬁmd %we th% sarg;a 010 nditions ei;ﬁiz'm;{ed
. the Jrish Labour Party, which we commend to.the earnmest e, 'be%?l e 1} ose a;.;s, waen 1 ?} igh ¢ost or -living
e em e s Tt in bointed oub in the Echeme | :f'b'zy(g; our a]. 113_!3;? _%ngw ve to the utmost, the subgcription rate
~ that every country in Burope, without distinction, has a o B tﬁﬁvﬁmiﬁgm Sferzngm?yﬁng W"fga’%-
Tabour Party pledged to work and strive only in the interests rier. . bhe very ‘ D OUr womlen WiL. ave tha
of the toiling masses. We in Ireland have toiling masses vote for which so many of them have struggled and suffered,
too. and in ihe interests of “these toiling rnasses political | W4 hope that an offort will be made to organise thise women
organisation is as necessary as it has beem found-te—be-in |, within the Lahour Party. There is Do pecessity for special -
'o‘tﬁer countries, "We have problems -in Ireland similar to fethions of ]sepamf,e 9 rgmusa‘,j; Lons -fgr WQIMEN £ tl}ey.mlgh'b
those with which the Labout and Democratic Parties. grapple come 1in on the same terms ' mth_f&he same rights W‘ duties
€ . , as men. Pending the opening of our own legislature there

in all the countries’ of Hurope, Sweating is certainly mnot : : g T cr ] A yayd et :
. wnkmown in.Ireland, lohg hoﬁpr.s' of work are commor enough s much to be done in the realm of loeal and municipal affairs.

- to pass almogt' without comment, low wages are the rule
rather ‘than the exception. These basic problems can he
best solved by a combination of political action with direct
Trade Union action. A political party may do much in an

Trish Legislature, but evéh then it cannot take the place of

~the Trade Union. The two forces must work together im
. perfect harmoniy if the best effects are to be achieved, In
‘the cotintry and -in the towns ave problems awaiting solution.
They have really waited too long, but in the peculiar political

. position 'in’ which our country finds itself neglect of the -
worker and his problemns was, perbapsd, inevitable. Some .

small attention has heen given to the ggricultural labourer,
‘bub even he has much letéway to make up. The coniditions
under which our town workers live and work are appalling,
They ate a disgrace to the thing we used to call givilisation,
a disgrace to our common Christianity. Housing, for
instance, seems to Us & problem for national rather than
‘local solution, though our local authiérities may. help very
cousiderably. ~ A Labour Party in a Nationa] Iegislature
must be strong enough to urge the solution of these problems
as speedily -as possible. e .

"~ We are glad to note that the basis of organization iz the
exigting Trade Union Congress and Labour Party and the
Trade Uniong of Ireland. This is the line of least resistance
in Labour orgahisation. The Trade Umions are the only
-possible basis for an Irish Labour Party at present. In the
Trade Unions’are conbained all who are actively engaged in
Labour agitation, 'propaganda - and ofrganisation in our

country. Buch a basis will engure a direct contact between

the politieal and industrial sections of the Labour move-

- ment, and sach direct contact will he bemeficial to hoth
- sides of it. In the narrow sphere of an ordinary craft union
the larger problems and ideals of Labour as a whole rmight

never be considéered. Absorbed as they necessarily are in the
. detailed problems of their partidular craft and in the
‘problems that most immediately concerf themselves, the
larger Worltdof labour might very easily be overlooked. The
Arees may obscure the wood. The proposed party will aid
largely’in the rectification of such 4 narrow outlook. It will

 bring to its members a dense of perspective opening to them- '

- selves and their followers a vista of a larger whole, which
- without it might be lacking. Given adequate financial sup~

place will be at the dispost

. and hearty - support.

The organisation néw propesed will co-ordinate aud vitalise

Labour effort in our country, so that the experience of one
a.i'y of another, , |

A strong, democratically-controlled T.ahour Party is most

urgently needed in the Ireland of to-day. ILahour is being
theoretically catered for by every political organisation in

“the country, buit however well-intentioned their interest may
- be it can at best he only theoretical and academic. Im our

Labonr_politics we’ must have men “of experienice, men of
knowledge, men whoe are familiar with the details of the

worker’s life in'the workshop and in‘the home:- We must

have realists as well as theorists, The facts of the worker's.

- life must be known and understood as well as sympathised -

with. - To have such understanding one must have very in-
timate and comtinuwous contact with the worker’s life, and.

. such direct contact and understanding must be sought for

within the ranks of the Trade Union Conpress, which is the
hasis of the proposed party. Affiliated  to our Irish Trade

- Union Congtess are most of the T'rade Unions at present
-active in Ireland, not only distinetly Irish Unions but also
- the TIrish branches ef amalgamated Unions, |
Union Congress is our Irish Confederation of Lahbour. It

containg in its official ranks the best braing of the Irish. -

The Trade

Labour movement, its officers have the confidence of our
movement, and to them, for the present ai all events, they
are the natural leaders of organised labour.” ILabour in.
politics will follow the same leaders it has followed in the

_ industrial struggle, and we can only trust that its suceess -

be as great in the political arena as it has been in the in-

‘dustrial. The outlook for organised labour is bright if labour

is true to itself. If Irish workers pay the attention to their
own affairs that the Inportance of these affairs deserve their
lot in the future will be better than it has heen in the past.
We have much to do for ourselves and our fellow-workers.,
In many ways we are the most hackward nation in Furope.

 Qur industrisl problems, as is:perhaps to be expected when

the peolitical conditions under which our country suifers are
tdken into account, have received very scant attention, In
an Irish legislature we must be strong enough to insist upon
adequate attention heing given to industrial problems, and
to do this a Labour Party is essentisl.’ For this we wish the
Labour Party every success, and we trust it will receive loyal

€
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of all the Nations of the world the workers of Treland alone
were inartienlatsl

The following is & summary of the schemée decided upon:—;

: ing of Societd *hranches -

$cheme for organising groups or Societies or “hranches
of Societies on the one hand, and individual supporters who

are hona-fide members of Trade Unions on the ‘other, and
briﬁginl:,‘ them into direct association with the Irish Iabour
Party. ) . | | » ' |

=Tt ig agsumed that i6.is at present undesirable to make -

“ny formal change in the existing constitution of the
Irish-Trades Union Congress and Labour Party,

- It is recognised that the affiliated Unions contain a

proportion of membens who are in definite active sym-

pathy with-the lrish Labour Party, but having a large’
numbet who, while vaguely sympathetic, are not conscions

- of any personal association with the Party.:
= Tt 18 also recognised that there are

- branchies of Societies-which are as a_whole opposed to the
Irish. Labour- Party, but which contain a minority Wwho

‘desire to become actively associated with us.
The National Executive believe that it is necessary to

gather these all in, and bring them into direct relation

with the Party, and that this may be done hy the ex-

- pedient of recognising them as ¢ Subgeribing Members,” .

1t is, therefore, decided to establish the Stamp system
for payments of contributions to
Labour Representation ¥Fund. )
‘be issued by the National Executive, ruled with spaces
for stamps to be affixed. Subscriptions to be Threepence
per month, Specially designed Stamps to he issued by
the Xixecutive, face value Thregpence edch. Secretary of
branch (or whoever may be -appointed as Collector) to
receive stamps, -which are. to be charged to him at the.
- zpte of *Twopence-halfpenny. each, the other Halfpenny
to be retained as expenses of collection. Branch Secre-~
tary or Collector on receipt of contribution to affix a
stamp to cdrd indicating that the Subscribing Membe?
has paid to the Fund the sum.of Threepence, |

.~

qlgc‘&““

Societies —or -

an Organisation ,and .
A subseriber’s card to .

" TRISH  OPINION .

 collectors appointed,

‘This will. apply to cases where a branch of an offiliated
Socieby officially adopted the scheme, and appointed tlip
 Secretary or other collector to receive subscriptions gngi
dishurse stamps. But there will also be cases where the
branch or Society’ will not act officially. T -such cdses -
we will 4ry to find a member who will act as collector,
whose duty will be to obtain as many regular subseribers.

 {from amongst his fellow-workers as possible., Even if

only thres or four are enrolled in a branch, it will he
valuable work done—if every. branch of every Trade
Union provided not less than four subscribing members

s tg the Irish Labour Party, we would have a very s,"oi‘dng :

organisation.. |
In support

when funds permit, of pamphlets, leaflets, ete,

the propagandists of the political side of the Labour Move-
ment in Ireland, These few, then, must see to it that the
proposals of the Congress are discussed by the branches and

Without adequate funds, the Executive cannab do the Wb,rk

that is demanded of them. With funds they can ~appoint

orggnisers, ptint and distribute literature, co-orditlate the

A of this schems %he;l?‘xemﬁgijée' proposes to-
assist branches by propagandist visits, atd by the isdue,

... 'We have pleasture ifi directiig our readers’ attention to
these proposals. It is inevitable that it will be left t¢ a few /
members in each branch to be a ““ ginger group >’ and becoms

policy of the Labour represemtatives on tﬁe variotis Loeal =

. Governing Bodies, and do all the rest of the work that lies

- to_the hands of a National Labour Orgamisation, B
We npte that the scheme is a voluntary one, that there is
‘no compulsory levy for this fund. This i

plies-that the sub-
gerihers. will be personally attached to the ‘organisation as.

" individuals, and should ensure,that the subscribers will take .

a more active interest in the growth of the party than is the

Casel when the funds are all subscrihed by the Society colleg-

tively. Lo SR S
We.hope to learn that the schems is being given the fullest

measure of support throughout the country,

e

-~ Notes and Comments.

B

Medls for Hungry 'smms‘,ahq{ldren, N
At lagt Irish school children are to have
something like the benefits enjoyed by

- the school children of Great Britain in the

matter of school méals. - A Bill recently
mtroduced at Westminster provides that.
& local authority may apend out of the
rates such sums as may be necessary to
meet the. cost of the provision of, food

under the Education (Provision of Meals,

Areland)* Act, 1914, certain sections of
which. enactment it repeals. Where a
local ‘authority in' any area sperds out of
the rates any sums for.the provision of
food under the 1914 Act a sum, 1iob ex-

ceeding one half of the amount so ex--

pended shall be paid to the local autho- |

‘rity out of money, provided by the
Treasury subject to régulations to he
made- by the Loeal Government Board
for Ireland for the purpose of securing

" that the arrangements for the provision |

of food are adequate and are carried out

efficiently. The powers'of a local autho-
rity for the provision of school meals
may be used for the provision of meals
1o childten attending ‘e Natienal school
~ within its area hoth on days when the

school meefs as well ag on other days.

Some attempt has been alieady made to '

|. hungrv. school child in Ireland

~done in, Dublin and elsewhere.

‘assistance. '
finally passed into law, will ease the task

grapple with the urgent ptoblem of the
' Under
the 1914 Act not mote than a halfpenny
in the pound could be levied upon the
rates for this purpose. Nevertheless
some very good work has alraady been
"The inf-.
creasing cost of foodstuffs has made the

provision of meals ‘a very difficult task |

upon such a gmall rate without any State
The new Bill, when it i

considerably, as any sum.may bs levied

-upon_the rates,” and half the sum go

levied and used will be added from State
funds, W¢ trust this Bill will quickly
become an Act, as ‘the rigours of ‘a hard

. winter, coupled with the present cost of

living, may thereby be greaily mitigated
for the famished little ones who ate com-

had any food or not.

| pelled to attend school whether they have

St

Technical Education, |
Tt is to be feared that cur workers do

not take that interest in technical train

ing that might reasonably he expected
of them. At a recent meeting of the
Dublin Rotary -Club, Mr, Good, of the

uilding Trades Federation, gave some

L s

‘them. more; &8

tather startling figures on this subjeot. .
Tu none of the classes inspected by him,’
"said Mr, Good, was the interest or at-
tendance up to the standard that might

be expected in a city like Dublin. It i%

a pity that our young workers do not
take advantage of

the facilities offered

3

hv our technical ingtitutes, where clasges

are arrangeld to suit their réquirements.
It is not only that these vlasses will make

cient craftsmhen and

artisans,
the epd and aim of human lifes. by these
classes a hroader outlook, a wider know-

ledge and a keener interest izi. life and °
ke t is pros |
bable that many of ouF young workers -
~are too “tired aftet a day’s work to attend °
& class in the evening, hut, on the other

in worl would be obtained.

hand, it is perhaps zs tiring to parade

Grafton or. Mary Streets for the besh

partiof an evening., ‘We would commend

thess classes to the attention of our

young readers-in the hope that they ma
make some use of them, A oty

,’c.o" meet -and, to contend against,
all education in this - land

. (Oontinued on Page 21),

efficiency is mot by any means -

. . Sormne ain, our
technical gchools have many difficulties
: o in and - of ours, it is
~inadeguately financed, While incrensed
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- The Irish Labour

'y

"We _print this week an outline of the drganising scheme of
“the Jrish Labour Party, which we commend to the earmest -
atfention of our readers. It is pointed out in the scheme.
that every country in Kurope, without distinction, has a
l.abour Party pledged to work and strive only in the interests
of the toiling masses. We in Ireland have toiling 'ma's§os_i
too, and i the interests of ‘these toiling masses politica

organigation is as necessary as it has been found-.rtorbe in
other countries,, 'We have problems -in _I;*eland 'slmﬂar, 1o
. - those with which the Labout and Democratic Parties. grapple
in all the countries' of HEurope. Sweabing is certainly not
-~ unknown in Iréland, long hours of work are common.enough
to pass almost without comment, low wages are.the rule
rather than the exception. These basic problemg can be
‘best solved by a combination of political action with direct
Trade Union action. A political party may do much in an
- Irish Legislature, but mégl then it cannot take the place of

the Trade Union. The Fwoforceg must work together im -

perfect harmony if the hest effects nré.to be achieved. In
the country and in the towns are problems awaiting solution.
They have really waited too long, but in the peculiar political

. pogition in which our country finds itself .neglect of tha
" worker and his. problemas was, perhaps, inevitable. Some
" small attention has been given to the ggricultural labourer,
~ bub even he has much leeway to fnake up. The cofiditions
under which our town workers live and work are appalling.
They ave a disgrace to the thing we used to call éivilisation,

a disgrace to our common Christianity. Housing, for
instance, seems to us a problem for mnational rather than
‘local -solubion, though our’local authorities may. help very
cousiderably. © A Labour Party in a Nationa] Legislature
miust be strong enough to urge the solution of these prohlems

as speedily -as possible. -~ o R

"~ We are glad to note that the basis of organisation is the
existing Trade Union Congress and Labour Party and the
Trade Uniong of Ireland. This is the line of least resistance

in Labour orgahisation. The Trade Unions are the only
nossible hasis for an Irish Labour Party ab present. In the
Trade Unions’are coutained all who are actively engaged in .
Labour agitation, propaganda -and organisation. in .our
country. Such a basis will ensure a direct contact between

the political and industrial pections of the Labour move-..|

ment, and such direct comtact will he bheneficial to hoth.

sideg of it. In the narrow sphere of an ordinary craft union

the larger problems and ideals of Lahour as a whole might
never be considersd. Absorbed as they necessarily are in the
detailed problems- of their partiodlar, craft and in the

problems that most immedistely concerf thetseclves, the
larger world of labour might very easily be overlooked, The

- trees may cbscure the wood. The proposed party will aid

~ largely’ in ‘the rectification of such a narrow outlook, It will
bring to its members a sense of perspectivé opening to them-

- pelves and their followers. & vista of a larger whole, which

-

i

without it rmight be lacking. Civen adequate financial sup-

i

turdl labour cannot-be regarded as satisfactory, ahd wvery

s

_ and hearty support.

port, its-organisers will ‘agsist the Trade Unions in their

work,[ will aid them ‘towdrds national thinking upon labour
affairs and upon labour problems. It-can undertake -an
educational campaign to bring home to the minds of eur
people as a whole, to onr workers in particular, what the
demand and rights of Lahour are, This is very hecessiry
to-day, when not only the old probletns with whicli we have
been familiar for so Jong still await solution, but new problents
coused by the war, the naturs and extent of which we are
atill unawate, will demand solution when peace comes. |

We trust that every organised lohour body in the country -
will give our new Labour Party all the support, both moral

~and financial, of which it is capable.. It i3 a Party which

shotld attract the support of the rural labourer as vell as

the town artisan, - The minimum wages fized for agricul-

much remains yet to he done. [t is probable that most of

“the “Trade-Unions-will join the Party collectively; at loast
" we think they ought so to do, as it seems to us their obvious

duty. ~But even if they do not we are glad to note that
r—individuals, memhera of Trads Unions not joining collec- .-
- tively, mav sfill join the party. Tt would be well if menibers

3]

of ‘rural labour societies not—calling themselves, or acting
as, Trade Unions, could have the same conditions extended
to them, Iven in these days, when the high cost of living

- taxes our ability o live to the ubtmost, the subsctiption rate
- fixed-ig well within the ‘teach of every man and woman.

worker. In the very near.future our women will have. that
vote for which so many of them have struggled alﬁd guffered,

‘We hope that an offort will be made to organise these tvomen

within the Labour Party. "There is no Jecessity for special -

- sections or separate organisations for wpmen: they might

come in on the same terms, with the same rights and duties

as men. Pending the opening of our own lLegislature there

is much to be done in the realm of local and municipal affairs. |
The organisation-noéw proposed will co-ordinate aud vitalise

~ Labour effort in our country,-so that the experience of one
place will be at the disposal of another, ‘ '

A strong, democratically-controlled Talour Porty is most

urgently needed in the Ireland of tosday. Lahour iz being

theoretically catered for by every political organisation in

‘the country, but however well-intentioned their interest may

be it can at best be only theoretical and academic. In our
Labour politics .we must have men ‘of expetierce, men of

- knowledge, men who are familiar with the details of the
- worker’s life in the workshop and in the home. We miist
‘thave realists as well as theorists, The facts of the worker’s
life must be known and understood as well as sympathised -

with. To have such understanding one must have very in-

timate and. continuous contact with the worker’s life, and.

such direct contact and understending must he sought for -
within the ranks of the Trade Union Congréss, which is the
basiz of the proposed party. Affilisted: to our Irish Trade
Union Congtess are most of the Trade Unions at present
active in Ireland, not only distinetly Irish Unions but also
the Irish branches of amalgamated Unions. The Trade
Union Congress is our Irish Confederation of Labour. It

- containg in its official ranmks the bhest brains of the Irish.. -

Labour movement, its officers have the confidence of vur
movement, and torthe i, for the pfesent at all events, they
are the mnatural leaders of organised labour. ILabour in

politics will follow the same leaders it has followed in.the

industrial struggle, and we ¢an only trust that its suceess

~ be as great in the political arena as it has been in the.in-

dustrial, The outlook for organised labour is bright if Jabour .
is true to itself., If Irish workers pay the attention to their
own affairs that the importance of these affairs deserve their
lot in the future will be hetter than it has heen in the past.

-~ We have much to do for ourselves and our fellow-workers..

Tn many ways we are the most backward nation in “Europe.
Our industrial problems, as Is perhaps to be expected when
the political conditions under which our country suffers are
taken into account, hive received very seant attention. In
an Irish legislature we must be strong enough to insist upon
adequate attention being given to industrial problemis, and
to do this a Labour Party is essentisl. Tor this we wish the
Iabour Party every success, and we trust it will receive loyal

+
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* DUBLIN KOTES.

‘The sutumn of this year aficeded strong

confirmation of the statemen’ ihat fhe fall
is the * signel for ' “labour .

ot the leaf ]
troubles.” 1913 was a,time "of brave and
hardy pieneering, but 1917 will be rémem-
bered as o period- of 'dexinite mdwunce . in

Trades Unlon mbthods. and solidarivy ia Dub-

lin, bringing with them, as they mush, lurges
and widespread iraprovemerts for the
- workers. The gearcity and 'descness of the
necessaries of life causéd trade sfter trade
10 look ' for increwuses in woses, hir mave:

- ment was wiscly availed of by the Trades

Council' to cpll . aMggeniereuce of delegates
from all laboyr bodies 1u Dublin in the
Trades Hall on Octpber,20th, with & view to
formuleting a joinv.demand -for all. Useful
discussions ensued, " as- a result of which
the Erxecutive of thz Trades Conpress was
ssked to convene a spedial cconfencace to
¢ousider the price and ezportation of. food,
2bd meeting of industrial groups formed of

mend in ‘common.

allied trzdes were arranged to frame a de-

*

Ons effent of this step was ‘that .ﬂze‘va:i-,

“ous” organisations ‘segt’ in. their several de-
munds more or-less simultaneously, thereby
crealing ‘a_ situation .which all parties-felt

could only he met. by arbitration. With .the.

»co8t of living admittedly, 100 per cent.” up
- there could be only one result of arbitra-
“tion, and so the. Dublin ‘papers have been
chronicling award after award giving satis:
tdetory improvemeénts in pay and conditions
to the men. In only & few cases wag a glop-

page-of work-necessary, and: except for the.

o

printing .trade this was not of long.duri™

tion. - This lntter dispute has. just becn
‘settled. .Othier - settloments .reached .are
those ‘of bakers, 1aill-hands, gas, chemical,
.and coal - workers, -with numerous :alliad
trades, and individual firms’ employees. In
- IMANY  cases the  employers took time by
the' forelock, and’ gave the advances before
they were asked. Disputes’under discussion
are ‘the -dockers, carriers’ .pmen, Railway
Crafts' Union men, fishmongers and’ poul
terers’ men, and drapers’ porters. - .
- The bakers’ digpute.showed a notable ad.
vance in organisation and method, inasmuch
a3 the.drivers and clerks formed g, joint
- commities With',the -eperative bakers, and

together they . put. .fdrward thetr joint
claims, with success. The™ decigion of the
- Teachers by a large majority to afliate
with the Trades Couneil is 3 “remsarkabie
- example.of the growth of pnublie intelligence.
- The publication of the award of the- Agpri-
-eultural, Wages Board with its 26/~ minimirm
wiage 18 another sign of the times. - Bhe
sufferings and struggles of ihe past have
net been in vain, . .. . « f;

In the long list of settlements .just ment,
tipned, the Lord Mayor of - Dublin (My.. 1.
‘O'Neill) hap taken a very. active and judi.
- clous part, but perhaps .the weightiest work
of- this ‘sort he has ‘yet-handled is the for-

»

&

| Linen -tndustry. —_

- Councillor and “friend

“ine the police courts for
‘damage - McCugker’'s trade.

TRISH OPINION
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© BELFAST HOTES,

" -The Belfast bookbinders and machine rulers,

after & strike lasting six weeks, have & @is-
tinct vietory to their credit, They demanded
10/- per week advance. The employers offered
4/6, but insisted upon certain re-arrange-
ments in regard to time-sheets, which“the

men refused. In the: settlement the em-

ployers agreed to pay an advance of 6/6 per

week unconditionally. Abput IOO men fa,:ev'

affected. - o

T

In the ‘spinning department of the Bel

fast linen industry, wages for women mnow
range {rom 18/~ to 20/-*per week, against

13/6 tWwo years ago. The-advances have been
gaihed by -organisattioz} ) ‘
through the Unions. The rateg are still' too

and pressnre
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low,, and the pressure must be continued.

We ‘are glad to hear that efforts are, being
made in Cork to bring the mill-workers in
that district up to the Belfast level. .

Coltective Holidays. :

lective . hiolidays”” is growing apace] These

week in Lancashire in several ways. The
works are not closed down, and the workers
don’t take their families to the semside.
There i8 no expectant preparation for a

o

| Jjolly time’ at 2 given period.. On the con-

trary, ‘these “collective holidays” of the
workers occur spasmodically, often without
any. preparation whatever; and usually they

nre taken by the workers in one trade only.

or . groud :of closely-rela¥ed tradeés. - Some-
timeg they last for only a-day or two, some-
times for several weeks. -
longed. the men return.to work strengthened
In" mind, body and estate, and’ with ‘an -ip-

If not-too pro-

" The modern movement in,favour of “col- |-

.differ from the ordinary general holiday |
- such as “Twelfth week” in Belfasgt or wakes

creased respest for their value of collective -

action! | -

resolved wupon ‘a “collective holiday,” amnd
about five thousand men participated in the
enjoyment -thereof: Relaxzation- for a - few

=]

short days .from the stregs of lahouwr - and

excessive  hours of overtirhe-will, we doubt
~of mothing but good

not, be productive
health, If it algo induces a-sound mind con-
cerning the claims of .the . engineers in the
Ministry of Munitions- it will be‘go much
added to the blessing! . - . - .

Mr. Mait McCusker, puplican, “cx-city
o; ¥ the,. people,” is
showing signals of distress. He has lost his

temper. In the course of the barmen’s fight

for the abolition ~of ‘the living-in gystem
nd recognition of their Union, Mr, MecChug-

ker’s 'Queen’s Square house was , Picketed,
and handhills' distributed fo- prespeciive cus-

fomers, One of the pickets was prosecuted

“conspiring ” to
] ; .. He iz said to
have foreibly prevented customers from en-
tering the house, ' '

. Recently the engineering trades in' this. city

‘they do their duty he on real:
-vindictive prosecutions of this kind are re-

and princeages,

furthermore,

Nlandowmers be com

. b . .
. . . . g . . ) . . N ;

o ke

he will soon realise that
sented by the workers. -
. But the sinners-are not to be outdone.by

N . -

the publicans! Robinson  and Cleaver’s, of
.world-wide fame, ' linerr manufaciurers to

the King, Queen and all the little princes
are 'also “hav 0L
interlude. Several members of the

court

having - police

DrorMpER 8, 1917,
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Irigh Drapevs’ Assistanfs’, Association are

being progecuted for picketihg. .Tb is:alleged
that the bicke&s-’-fila’ve “annoyed -some ladies

and scandalisgd The girin. One of the defen-
danis has three ssns fighting with the Ulster
Division to “make—the world safe for demo-
orgoy.” . But B.-and C. think that President

S " - —0+_g )_._
¥ilson's megsage was wrongly transmitied

that it really reads, “Make the wozld safe

Yor plutesracy!” In that holief they pro-

gecnte the Crapers’. assistants for -taking

&'y oA

strike 2ageinst —sweating  employers -un-

“doubtedly does. The case ig.still undecided,

go we refrain from comment.
' LIMERICK NOTES,

" The Town ‘Tenants’. Aeépcia,tibxi and.the

- affiliated  Labour Societies and ﬂ,}é .,Plo'fgj_r
holders’ Uniom of. Limerick, - having ap-

pointed a Housing ‘Committee, known as

“ The - Idmerick Uity Housing Commlt‘- -
agitate for- the- provigion. of ..

tee,”’” to

better housing accommodation .for the

working classeg, and %o consider and
-draw. up plan

for the .solving of the
housing problem- in' Limerick, and “the
Committee heing of “the opinion that the

~most practical solution of the problem is
‘the housing of the city worker, -on the

stion which will endariger ’chg cause, as a

basis of eight houses to-the acre; and as

it is now. recognised by

well-being of the worker iz a paramount

duty of the ®tate: and as Mr, Lloyd

the Government
that the conservation' of the health and

George, on behdlf of the Government,

stated in the IHouse of - Commons . on

November 24th, . 1914, that the Govern-

ment would, immediately on ‘the termina-
tion of 'the war, provide sufficient capital

for the re-housing of the working classes,

free, of interest, we call upon all in-
terested to0 join in a national demand on

the Government for the grant of a siffi-

cient sum of ‘money, free of interest, to
finance the building “scherne necessary;
to .prevent, inflation -of
prices of land in-the vicinities of ‘cities,

pelled to set a price

upon ‘their land and pay taxes on: that

basis. The Committee are also

of-opinion -

that all.public bodies concerned should:

-devise.plans and .estimate the probable

No person was brought | Cosb of settling the housing problem in

mation of a Conecilintion “Board for Dublin to prove that he wa ' , Tl A . LR
~ , LS C , | tha . olested in | their immediate areg- on* these lines, so
inzngurated at a meeting held in -the Man. way YOR o no ks A | A DI Lnese 3, BOQ
 sion: Huves ol hisg held in -the Man any way. But a renegade from  the that a conecerbed ngjgmnal deman.d can! bd3p

chairmanship on

Wednesday, 2fst ult., at-which the. TII)‘&CIGB
- Courcil  ‘and six Employers’ Associstions
- were rapresented. The Reeorder of ° Dublin
also attended. The principle of a Conoilia-

Union. was produced to swear that ecus- | mads £ et »
. ' Ky i [ : ) - ¥ Or ~ A P1 byt ‘ P -
tomers had heen interfered. with, and his | oo 10T the secessary funds

evidence, heing supported hy Mr. MecCusgker, |. - The Committes’ feel that the present -
was sufficient to satisfy a. boneh of pupli. | time offers an opportunity for the settle-
~¢ans and their friends. Tho defendagt wwag | Inent of the housing problem on national

\Ei(‘) pu:?::. r%{::r tﬁiﬁ?reveg‘?éoe _O_f indistrial | fineq £6, a?d bound over to keép the"peace. | lines which ‘may: not oceur again for.a - -
didpn e ananimously dgreed to. A | MeCusker is vexed:. ho showed- that in the | generation, as there is bound to be & very
er meating will shortly. Lo held ‘to dis- | witness-box, He hag won this round, but g .

eonsid‘emblg- reaction after the war: so-far
as grants of public meney are concerned.

y . B . : ) . o i s

“uss .deta:ﬂs. and procedure. . | bis ¢ustomears are Trade Unionists, sind if

SENE
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‘grants are being made for technical edu-

cation, in Great Britain, the reverse is’

the case in Ireland. Here, under the

. gUise of a war economy, the granis are

being actually reduced. - This is a palicy
that no sané country alive to its future
economic interest should tolsrate for a
- momeént. - We are heing taxed heavily

. enough to provide for the technical train-

see 10 it that, justice is done to them and’
that they have at least an equality of op-

- ifg of our future workers, and we must

porbunity with workers across the Irish

-

Ben, . o . "

- War Expenditure ahd Taxation,

o .The,'""Coioperative.Néws.-" ' printe the

follo wing from a correspondent :—

““This war is pytting many’ things in

their. true light so far "as political

. economy is eohncerned; and some of the.

men in high places .obtaimglimpses ceca-
siénally of the true inwarduess of things.

Thus "Sir Auckland Geddes :asks .us to -

think: of war expenditure in terms of
labour rather. than in terms of millions

of mouney. We cannoi do botter than tale.
him at'his word when we conie to consider

- the questions of taxation and who is to
. pay ior the war, On that plan we should
proceéd somewhat es followg:— -

““ The war mneccssitates the doing of
work by (1) ccanbatontss (2) produi‘elrs'
7 le'

of munitions, food,*elothing,.cte. _
work of production js performed by the
application of lahour to the materialg and

- pesourges of nature by means of such.

tools as the  weérkens themgelves have

fashioned. The workers "have made.
everytning. Stating.the war expenditiirs

in terms of lalour, then, we see that the

war is being paid fcr' as we go along,

. ‘! Nevertheless, thesc same. statesmen,

- who ask us to think of the war expendi-
ture in terms of Tabeur point to a huge
debt which they tell us has been piled up,

"and to which they refer in terms of thous
sands. ‘of millions . of pounds. * Thus we
have two war debts; as .workers, we are

paying for the .war twice over—once by

Jthe swedt of our bfows in terms of labour.

- a3 wWe go'along, dnd again by taxzation
spread over future years,' ror we mush
remember that all taxation, like every-

" ..thing else, comes cut of the products of

~labour... S
- ‘“ Have we,

" age to refuse to pay the debt twice over?

' Need we bother to argue the matter with
the dromes who at present have lawful

“'control. of the resources of - nature, and
will certainly assert their so-called rights

and shaow fight for them? . . . ,
“The drones will ask: ¢ What about
capital ?
without capital to give you zecess to and
enable you to make ‘use of the resources

o 8

of nature.”

"o this we may roply briefly and to

the point:-‘ Granted. But the only capi-
tal we require is -the same as that with
‘which you started,

1% i3 nob s0.”’

work _
breaciyamdrzvers, are the chief points. A |

a8 workers, sufficient cour-.

You cannot produce anything -

. : namely, political
power.” Think this over, and see whether

ARBITRATOR’'S AWARD IN DUBLIN
© BAKERY DISPUTE. .

The award of Mr, H. Hanna, K.C., the

Arbitrator in the bakery trade dispute,
bas been recéived. i
for balers, bringing the rates up o 49s.
for tablehands and 58s. for ovensmen; an
eight-hour day and abolition of Sunday
a8 well a8 2 minimum of 48s. for

minimum ig also struck for apprentices,
inside workers, stable, and yard-men.
Although the demands of the men are
not fully met, we~think the Unions con-

~cerned can congratulate themselves on

having achieved so much, That this wae
posaible is duse to the linking of fortes
of all engaged in the trads. When one
reflects how bad the outlook wus some
few years ago and now ‘sees what has .
been accomplished, it is ‘e convincing
lesson of what determination. and " per--
sistence can -do. It. is- less than &rix
months since -a union. of forces wasg’
efiected, and already we have Jruitful re-
sults; and with eontinued -activity along
these lines future gains will far ouni-
weigh ‘these, Thé domand for the em--
ployment. of Trade Union labour only was
not granted, but as only one firm en-

ploys rlon-union labour o any great ex- |
| tent, and that firm caters largely, if not

wholly for the workers, the sotution of

this vroblem should. not present much

difficulty. At any rate, when' the neces--
sity of making our Unions blackleg-proof
1s being more and more felt, when joint
actiow in industry is more insistently do-
manded, the non-unionist must disap-
pear, especially when he ig less than 10
per .cent, ‘ - - :
In this instance the value of solidarity
has been clearly demonstrated, ® The
teaching of Jim.Connolly, that all sec-
tions in an industry should stand .and
riove " together, has been put info .pratc-
tice, and with a vesult that would gladden
is heart were he still'with us; and wlen
so much. can be accomplished new’, what
cannot be done when vur organisations
and methods are better perfected? It is
interesting to note that the Derry bakers
have -also linked up with the bread-

gervers there, and have put forward de- |

mands for betterment with, let us hope,
as good results as here. T

X

CHEAP (I) FEEDIHG FDR'GATT}.E.

It has come to our knowledge that
many farmers are buying wheaten meal
and flour for calf and cattle feeding. The
maximum price for bread and flour was
fixed by the Food Controller with the in-
tention of enabling the poor to buy wheat
products at a comparatively reasonable
rate—the Treasury bearing the loss be-

' tween the maximum price aud the actual

cost of wheat, freight, milling, and mar-

. . > .
«

An increase of 9s. ;

‘keting, And the world shoriaye of whiat

City Hall, Duhblin, a year ago, and

many instatces of

. necegsitates urgent appeals for economy
~in-the use of: breed and flour if the poor
are 1o he ensured o supply of their normal

food. But beduuvse this maximuln price

is- lower than the market price of the -

ordinary cattis feoding stuffs—maize,
ete., farmers ave giving this scarce human
fq’uri to their catile| 1tisa crime againgt
the pwor snd niuzt be prevented by eyery’
means in our power. We direct the atien~

tion of the Feod Controllel to the prac-

tice, and eall upon him 4o take “sich
action ag will pub a stop to this eriel
wasts. of-the poor man’s Jpod in time of
gearolty, - o .

Apropos . of Tood Conlral) we 2a:w

curiouy to kiow whab the Central lrish

Commibteo think of their position in rer
lation to  Loid Rihondde? Are they saiis-
fied with being merely-an advisory body?

It their advice is . being | accapted and

acted upon prompily, well and good; but
the 1imes pre citiieal sud wo f2ar in teo
e urgensy advice of the
Irish Food. Control Committeo is asged

over oF ignored. Wa ave.glad to'see that

*

Ctie  National Hreoubive - of the Irish

Trades Congress szd Yabour Party-is de-
mending that the frish Wood Committes
should he endowed with efecutive ppwers.
At the gpecisl food conference held®in the
again
at Derry Congress in August:last, the
Traws Unionist .dslegates passed unani-
mously, resoluticns callihg for an Irish,

-
'’ ]
o]

authority io- take entire control of the .

export and import.of food from and to

Irish ports. A fere advisory committes

to l.ord Rhondde is. of little "use- when

drastic action is required in the ‘interests -

- of the Irish people, | :

lic body 1 Iveland, should.

1e pergonnel of the present Irish Comni-

Mmitteg may nov be all that the occasion

demands, but. we belicve it is'.sincerely
desirous of serving Ireland’s necds’ before
everything. We suggest that-cvery pulb-
, ‘back up.the
Irish, Trades Unionists inr demanding that

the powers of-the Irish. Committes be .
gréatly extended. IR L

I
& 4

, .

T -k » T .r-}z

The Cierks are Moving] - | o

Recently organised as-the Mersey Dig-

trict Shipbuilding.dnd. Repairing Clerical -

Society Cost Clerks, the timekdapars and
store-keepers employed - on . Merseyside
have been successful in obtaining a stan-
dard rate of wages. A mass-meeting of
new . Soclety -members appréved -of the
scdle granted by the masters, which pro-
vides wages of 24s. & weck for juniors of
138 years of age, rising to 50s. at the age
of 24, Clerks, time-Keepers, and store-

‘keepers of over 22 years of age are tox

receive 60s. per week, and payment. for
overtime. Sundays and Bank holidays
are to be on the 47 hours’ agreement

sliding scale,

m
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* ALLOTMENTS OR GARDEN PLOTS, .

In thix dolumm will be found, from time to.
bime, information concerning allotments, the
vurlouy conditions affesting allotments and

allotment holders s such, and general notes

on seasonable work which ought to be done

at various parts of the year. Allotmentz in
Ireland have had a yun of ahout fen years,
the primary efforts baving been made in
Belfast and Dublin~the former being a
soheme of * Garden Plots” for artisane,

ote., under the Garden Ploty -Asgocibtion,

Yand the latter a scheme of allotments for
casual workers, under the Publin Vacant
- Jand  Cultivation Society—s scheme in

augurated through the work of the late-

Mr. Joseph Fels. Since tho successful estab-
lishment ,.and gradual growth of these
gchemesn, the allotment or garden idea has
caught on, but sore particularly so since
the stern noceesity of the war and reduced.
wages have made the question one of gcono-.
mio importance. - -
"From 1916 onwards the movement became
g popular one, bringing as @ resnlt the
- laudations of the Press, of “ public-apirited”
porgons, and the. lip service of politicians.
- It is estimated.ihat there .are. over 20,000
allotmonts or individual plots, ranging in

alze from 300-600 syuare ‘yards, in Irelamnd

 at present, a big proportion of which are in
the North @round and about Belfast, and
& smaller proporiion around and about Dub-
lin; whils there are schemes in Limerick,
Waterford, Corl, Naas, etc., ete. At the hre-
sent timo the demand for allotments ig very
great. Thousands of would-be food pro-
- ducers, having suficient apare time to culti-
wate allotments, are waiting anxiously for
an opportunity to cultivate some of the
waste land—i.e., land which is not in culti-
vation although capable of being so. For
such. land prohibitive rents mre being aslked
—up to £10 per acre (while " allotment
 1and in Bnglend lets at under £3)—and other
absurd conditions are being laid down, as-
to dispossession without a quarter's notice,
or compensation for crops; while in many
cages the -landowners refuse to Jet ileir
- ground for wllotments, on the score that
ollowment  holders will want -security of
tenure, and will, once they get on to the

» ground, do all they can to remain there;
+hat the ground: is ton valuable to have |

. working people constanily in bossession of
it. As a2 comsequence of {his (patriotic)
‘action of the landowners in preventing anm

increase in the food supply, an Irish Plot- |

- holders’ Association has sprung into exist.
ence. This association has & rather ambi.
tinus scheme of objects, hut, strange to say,
it has not ag yet laid down in its programme

as its first demand ‘“the increasing of the

nitmher of wllotments by any and every
means in its power.,” Al the present time it
ig largely a Dublin disirict organisation,
hut, given careful management, it will
-~ readily grow into an All-Treland schemue,
- amd bring all classes of Irish opinion to-
gether on to the one yital point, that of
getiing workers back to the land. |
The recent mesting of this asgociation in
the Mansion Hounsge, Dublin, with the Lord
Mayor in the chair, seemed to hreathe of
labour, and the possibilities of allotments
in connectien with Irigh. houring and other
problems. It may be possible in a future
igsue of this paper to refer o some of the
" objecte of this associotion, and to offer
suggestions thereon. . .
Thogas who have allotments.should do all
they can to bring others in as applicants
for allotments., . ‘ | ‘

| ‘pulsory powers which oan be uxed—although .
apparently certaln clauses 'in the English |

| good point left out, i.e., that limiting the |
paid. The principal

spade lift off the surface layer of grasg or
| 8bil, and throw into the bottom of the frat

by the Merthyr Tydvil (South Wales)

 Thosze who want allotments ehould make
application to the local authorities for them,
and worry the anthorities—councillors and
permanent ¢fficialg—~until they get them.
The D.0.R.A. Tegulations give carialn, com-

and HBeottish allotment regulations do nob
apply . to Ireland--Ireland -having the usual

amount of rent to be | priz
work ta he done o the allotment ab pre-

sent, is that of digging or tremehipg the |

Boil, 86 as to have it in good oryder far the

“spring. To dig a plot’ efciently, i’ may |-

be better to mark it of-into strips aboui

10ft. wide acress the plot. Then at one end of |
the first strip mark off @ portion aboyt 2ft.

wide, after which remove ffom this poritjon
‘the soil” to the depth ‘of shout 12 inches,
placing it at the far end of the ground,
thug making the firet trench 10ft. by 20t by -
1ft. * Behind this mark oif another portion,
about, 18 inches wide this time, With the

trench; then dig down the soil to the depth
of 12 inched, throwing this also imto the first
trench. ’ . e .
Proceed similarly by wmarking off 18 in.
portions across each 10ft. strip and digging

or throwing the sojl forwurd, leaving it I8 T"Cappenter ... £14 0 0

& lumpy condition, ‘until all is -finighed,
when the soil which was freb taken out
should be filled into the last trench. Where
wire-wormg abound, a dressing of from 4 0
6 ozg. per og. yd. of gas lime ahout ¢ inches
from the surfacs will work wonders. :

“ PLOT HOLDER

Py —— o

Ths Food Qu;{stion in Spam. /
We have before us a statement issued

Trades and Labour Council, calling attén-
tion to some facls in conneetion with the
receht Spanish industrial situation. The
story is full of significance for Trislimens..
we «trugt the parallel will not be worked
out too fully. Unfortunatély the news ig

still incomplete and fragmentary, but the |

facts so far are clear ;v ‘

. ““Spain is a self-supporting neutral,
who miglt have been expeg:tdag to suffer
less than meost from the present holo-
caust in Furope, but Spain hds the pig--
fortune common to all modern States of
being ruled- by -capitalists in the
interests of groﬁt,_ accentuated by the
intense greed of her ecapitalist class,
-These capitalists, in whose hands rests
the full powers-of a veactionary govern:.

—ment, discovered that larger yprofits
were 4o be made by exporting food
stuffs produced in their country, than
by its distribution amongst the Spanish
peoples, . Food prices soared in Spain

- until gaunt want stalked through . the
land, and the spectre of hunger gripped
the vitals of the workers’ children,

‘The  Spapish Tabour movement

" naturally concerned avith the fate of ity

. units, began a constitutional agitation
for- the Parliamentary control of food
orices.  The reply of ' the
bovernment, dictated by its, capibalist
controllers, was one of defiance, and a:
challenge to fight. Labour then had no
other resources than 4o withdraw its’

Spanish-|
B for this district,
mg start with
twelve .Bocioties.
news shortly about the

[}

Daonke; |
Storekeeper ... 18°0 0. ,, ,,
Leading Firemen 1210 0 ,,

" Greasers
Fireraen , 5 s
~ The rates of pay of sailors and firemen
»on weekly* articles, finding their own
food, will be £3 173. 6d. per week, bub
‘rates Tor other ratings on weekly articles,
and for ordinar{-_seaxden‘ and {rimmers
on monthly arbicles have still to be fixed.’

- Trades Goungils, o

*

~Jabouy., This was the signal for the uge.
I 4

round “of ‘deputations to non-afiliated
Bocietie. As a result, it is expected that
- large number of new.hranches will he-
come affiliated in'the New Year. In the
new conditions arising out of the war, ib
3;4 gf tlﬁe '?inlost ery
-trade should he represen j e loc
Trados Comucll” presented mathes local

Portadown and Lurgan,

hitherto low-paid industrial distries,

o | " e
of all the forms of reactiondry oppres-

sion; the best and bravest of the
leaders were seized dud cast into
prison, along with thousands of the
rank and file; the army turped their
‘guns on the mobs, exasperated into re~
volt by the heartlessuess of the official -
treatment, and in one case it 15 re-

. corded that the artillery was used for

the demolition of a house in which a
handful of strikers had taken refuge. -
‘Women did not escape the treatment
mieted oub to the sterner sex, and to-
day they lie in the Spanish gasls, the
flower of Bpain’s demecratic . woman-.-

hbﬂdau' -~

—y

0

Soamen -and Firemeéh,

The first wage decision. of the National .

Maritime Board has been made, the fol-
lowing standard rates having been re<”
commended to the.Shipping Controller
and confirmed by him :— e
¥or Beamen and IFiremen on
Articles: S

(.'1

Monthly~

Deock Department,

per month
- Boatgwain .....o...=13 0 0,0,
JBoatswain's Mate 12 0 .0 -.,,- ,,
Lamp-trimmers ... 12 . 0 0 *,, -
Juartermaster ... 12 0. 0 5, .,
Able Seaman ... 1110 0 ,, . .,

Engine-ropyn Department,
e #1300 per

Leyman ) month

(When carried) - 1990 .0 :
S oo o n

""""""""" ]

The rates namwed are inclusive of - all

bopuses. and additions, and do not apply .
to vessels under 200 tons gross, or to ves-
solg sailing- under the ghare system. - |
These and rajlway-owned vessels will be
separately considered. The Board is con-
sidering the case of men  who signed =
arvicles previous to Qet. 6. |

Wages in the catering deparfg}menﬁ have

also been considered, and a provisianal
‘determination made for passenger lines.

baadaiadn o ot ]

Belfast Trades Council 112wé arraﬁged a

2,

importance that every

.
¥
K L]

A new Trades Council has beén formed
and hds made a promis-
2 membership of aboud’

We hape to have good
movement in “this’

‘-




- trial ‘movements. |
of the Irish Catholic must be clearly put. |

M {
4

.

e T "
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© WELCOME CRITICISM, .

\ . . K ,
* Dear 8ir,~~In your interesting and
significant notes, in- one paragraph you
attack those who have dealt in an un-
critical manner with foreign affairs. I
think you will not object to my putting

" the view point of that large section of

Sinn Fein who are fervent Catholics, al-
" though I, as one interested in Irish public
affairs, have a ‘horfor of involving re-
ligious quarrels with })olitioa,l or indus-
Still, the psychology
Men are- extremely sensitive where
their religion..ig..concerned, and where
but yesterday Viviani was acting with
amazing intolerance towards - Catholi-
cism, those whe cherish that religion as -
the apple of their eye, recognised, ag you.
- yourself -did in a previous paragraph,
that there are principles which can never
- be subordinatéd to political opportunism.
The average Catholi¢ wants the priviciple
of o live and let live" #p apply to all
religiony, including his own.
Tore resents most vehemently an attack
in france o anywliere else upon his re-
~ ligion. A good deal of mystery is at-
tached to the activities of IFreemasonry.
in Hurope. Bub there appears to be a
large mass of opinion in Hpain, France
‘and Ttaly which is profoundly convinced
that it is the  enemy ¢ forcene? of
Catholicism. Hence Irish Catholics Dbe-
come passionately indignant with men
LiKé Nugent who, posing as a Catholic,
has attempted to imitate the methods of
Freemasonry, and then fraternises with
one who is out to exterminate Catholi-
~ cism. In'a recent issue of the “Cambridge
- Magazine ”” 1 have observed that the

Socialists of Italy are as vehement in |

their- opposition to Freemasonry as the
Catholics, because they regard that hody
a5 Trepresenting ‘¢ bourgeois capitalism.”
A recent speech from Nathan, the great
reriresentative  of . Masonry, the. . late
Mayor of Rome, wonld go to confirm the
view that Freemasonry is allied to the
~Jusquian Contigte movement .and the
Jingos. As bo,the Republicanism of the
Freemasons, so {ar as one can draw the
- trubth from- the heated controversies in
the foreign Press that Republicanism is
far more anti-religious than it is demo-
eratic. “ Irish Opinion”’ should have a
- greab future before it, as there is a great
. work to be done for democracy. I know
perfectly well that, so far as the first
principles of public life are concerned,
I agree with yeu, but I feel that if a
democratic movement is to grow strong
in Jreland the religious feelings of the
majority of Irishmen, which happen also

to be mine, must not be»:-hp;‘t. An attack' |

{ ing by the progress made by

rle there-

| tion of the principles of

| on Viviani and French Freemasomry is

no - more an attack on France than sn
attack on Nugent, the A.0.H,, and T, P.
O'Connor (who deserves more than, he

gets) is an attack on Ireland, or an at-

tack on'Carson, the Orangemen, and the
Koensitites is an attack on BEngland.

| © Wishing your Notes and the journal’a

long and sturdy future. I appreciate the
difficulty of the wwork you have. under-

taken.—Yours, etc,,
| A READER.

N.B.—I gather from your remarks on.
America that a bourgeois Republic is |

hardly hetter than a Monarchy or Tm-
pire, hence the quarrel hetween Free-
masoury and the Royalists of France, as
a political squabble must leave a real

demacracy cold,

CLERKS AND

The unorganised clerk has long heen
~an eyesore to Trade Unionists, buf judg-
_ , the. ¢ Irisn
CUlerical Workers” Undon? ‘since its in-
ceptivn hardly a month ago, the up-

organiscd clerk will soon be “the excep-.

tion, at any rate in Dublin, and what
~Dublin does _to-day all lreland does to-
morrow, o

The LC.W.U, is an all-Irish Union,
and this fact;, judging by the number of
appilcations 1or mempersiip, alrears
to be appreciated. That a Trade Union
for Irish Clerks was not, until recently,
a reality, is a proof of the old saying~
What’s everybody’s business is nobody’s
business. | o :

The clerks of Ireland, both men and
women, have at last made wup their

minds to become, Trade Unionists, and

the least to be expected is that they will
malke as good a show as their brother
workers, S |

The old idea *‘that clerks were too

‘respectable ! to be Trade Unionists has,-

like many another, heen gwept away by
the hard fact of etonomic pressure and
the democratic tendency of the times.
Lack of opportunity can no longer be
pleaded as ap excuse for not being or-
ganiged, and by joining. the T.C.W.U,
the cierks of Ireland can show their ap-
preciation of what has been and is being
done to further their interésts. Of lip

service there has heen an abuhdance;

what is now required is real service, ani-
mated, if necessary, by a spivit of self-
gacrifice, = o

Many unthinking or prejudiced people
imagine that an Irish Union tends
towards a narrow nationa] outlook, hut

many of us believe that real internation- -

alism must be based on a frank recoguyi-
nationulity.

. DOMNALL.

" THE WMARY STREET |
 PICTURE HOUSE
~ (The “Mary-0")

'THE ELECTRIC THEATRE,

The- ¢ Crisis > is Coming, r :

" TALBOT STREET,

First in Dublin
o ~  and

Still the Best.

- : repezronilomuey
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000.
ORDER (No. 2),

POTATOES
| 4017,

;o

TTNDER THE ABOVE ORDER THE

. MINIMUM PRICE o £6 per ton for
Sound Wmare Potatoes has béen abolighed, -
and g New BASE PRICE, which will-be fixed

-month by month, has been substituted.

The BAYE PRICE for the pericd from the
19th Novemiber, 1917, to the 3ist Docember,
1917, 1s &4 per tom, free on rail or Dboat.

- Orowers who sell their own Potatoés in
Lots of FOUR TONS or over at the BASE
PRICE, or at Prices between the Guaranteed
Price of £6 per toxr and the BASE PRICE,
are entitled to - Compensation assessed on
the amount by which their averagé Helling
Price falls short-of Fb per ton, |
" Growers may sell. their own Potatoes in
Lots of 4 tons or over at less than the BASH
PRICE, DUt such Hale will he deemed, for
the purpose of Compensation, to have Leen
made at the BASE PRICE, -~ = o
Growers may sell their own Polatoes ‘n:
Lots of less than 4 tons at any Price 1ot

~excesding o Price. at the rafe of £6 10s. 0d,

8 ton, but no Compensption will De paid in
respect of any such Sales. |
LClaimg for Compensation c¢an only be ens
tertained for fales of Lots of 4 tons or
more, in cluding, howéver, Deliveries to One
Buyer of smaller Loty amounting in the
aggregate in any one week to 4 tong oy more,

Growerg entifled to Compensation- should
sell their Potatoes fhrough a Licensed Gove
ernment Agent.  The Nomes and Addresses
of such Agents may De obtained at tia

‘nearest Police Barracks. »

. The Compensation 'will be. paid to tha'

- Grower by the Governmen} Agent to whom
| he sells the Potatoes, either at the time of -

delivery or at the end of each Base Period.

The nécessary Forms of Application to De
filled up by the Government Agent ara to
be obtained from, and when complated are
to be returned to, the Assigtant Director,
Ministry of Food, Vegeldbles Branch, Kily
worth House, Kildare Street, Dublin.

When Potatoes are delivered in Lots of -
4 tons or’more direct to The Purchaser, and -
not; through a Licensed Government Agent,
every such transaction must be recorded gn
a4 FORM to be.ohtained from the ASSISTANT
DIRKCTOR, MINISTIRY OF FOOD, VEGE-
TABLES RBRANCH, XILWORTH " HOUSE,
KILDARE STREET, DUBLIN, and thie de«
livery of the Potatoes must be verified in
the space provided theseon by a SERGEANT

-y

it -
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SHANAHAN BROS.,
1534 FOLEY STREET |
(OFF TALBOT STRELT),

FOR BEST DRINKS AND .

| FAMOUS “803° WHISKEY,

QU 2N
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:Lzzbou: and Irish Ireland Lit: mturc g bpecia.ﬁty
59 UPPER STEPHE IN ST,
. A Large Varizty of Zmas Novelties and

. - KAmgpg Oards
.&t KEA%&NFY’ , 02 STH. GT GLORGnS bT

| Ivish Ireland and Labour Literature.

. w’ear the “ LV.” f)hu't,
The “amer! Underclothing,
© And Support Home Industry.
- Wholesale only from |
The “ Cannally ” Memorial
- Workrooms,.
31 EREN @UAY, DUBLIN.

| ﬁa‘vé you ‘yéts tried the
NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO.?

1f mob, you will be well advised to do so.

Postage Paid one wa,y on Counbry Parcels.

NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO.,

60 South Wﬂizam Street DUBLIN

For evd:ymmg
in the iype-
writer and Bup-
Heafor ling.

MY\ FOLEY'S
R, 25BACHELOR’S

£ W ww

VW ALK,

NG WORKEW'

can afford to be without

GIBSOL

" §t Cures Cuts, Scalds, Burne, and Hands
Cracked and Sore from Ixposure -

3t Gures nll kinds of Skin Trouble, Bezema,
Ringworm, Piles, Wounds and Bruises,
It is made by I;'lsh labour,
Mo oiher Ointment is as good,

Of all Chemists, 1/ or divect from {he
manufacturers,

J. GIBEOMN & ©O.,
1 Glare Lans, DUBL!N,

| kf’McQUELLAN for Tools

Most up-to-date Stocks in Ireland.

3,36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN. |

McQUILLAN for Razors ||

| IRELAND TOR THE; IRISH

-There ig no surer means hy which you
| can
keep the lrish people in Ireland than by
pupporting lreland’s mdustues We stock

everything Irish for men' 8 wear., Buy from
N

- The Republican Out
© GLANCY, BRENNAN AND wﬁf&ft’&:
9_1 mm.or BLBEEE, DUBLEN, ‘

TR s saa ) W’-wk‘.

D. & J. BRIDGMAN
75 Parnell Street

. Opposite Pamell Monwments

Badges, »‘:wa,’cwnery, &e

W()L{KLKb !
EDUCATE g

“ I‘RTL‘DOV_[’% “ROAD FOR IRIbH
WORKERS.””—By Ronald.

“ A PLEA TOR SOCIAL EMAT\TOIPA-'
TION IN IRDLAND ”*'*E?wylm&ﬁ“
MKenna.

“ SOCIALISM MADE'. LASY ”-—~By
J ames (;onnolly, |

!

T3, ‘aash, post free,

“CHRISTIES ﬁf;lmmm

-' SHOP %ﬁi?‘“ DUBLIN,

J.LT.LEMASS,

HA TTE’R and QUTFITTER
2 and -3 Capel Street, Dublm.

lrishemade Geeds a s;seciallty.

- ‘L

TaxlormgmLay and Clcrm&l

H. BQL& ND,
64 MIDDLE ABBEY STREET

[Late Todd, Burns, Ltd) v |
. mm-.-ﬁ.-‘rpadg Union Labour, ~

R

ngh Clas

~ FRENCH ARMY Bom:s
~ Hand. Sewn. szes, 1 to 12
16/ per p'm WOlth 30/

SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE |
78},'1‘@1&% St., Dublm. -

| _The Irish Transport & General Workers Umon

[Founded J anuary, 1909 1

Head 'O,,me .

Affiliated to-the Irish Tradeg Umon Congress and Labour Party, and with all local |

Trades Councils. Reg. No. 275.

THB organisation was established in order to provide for the

a Trade Union with "headquarters in Ireland, having its
controlled by Irish Workers, and its policy and
g0 a8 to secure for wull workers in Ireland higher

.0of employment, improved housing,
llfe for all who labour,

a higher

Approved Society No. 52.

workers of this country
affairs managed and -
programme based on Irish conditions, !
wages, shorter hours, better conditions :
standard of living, and a fullﬁr and ireel .

A Live Umon for Live w::rkels.

-Thirty Branghes,
Join Now!

-Qver

He who hsgitateés is lo.»t!"

20,060 Membei Se

Ant b b

If thele 18 no Branch in your district, write to:—.
- THOWMAS FORAN, General Presuleut leerty IIall Dublm.

Aon AC

na no‘l’)mg |

o

|917.

Irish /lndfustry,Ar”t I
- Music and Dancmg,

- MANSION HOUSE, -

FRIDAY DEGEE{[BBR Tth, TO MONDAY DECEMBER 17 th

Admi:ssion Cme oW

Season kaeﬁs - w ﬁ

L’rm‘icd mJN Lhe‘ “Ih mh Im,ham‘ l;xma.

B L T i U

oo om "‘}L ad,

% 97 Ta, waan st., hv Mesers. Gadnll & Cn.,. Ltd. Ormand Qua,y. Dubhn.

Re\)cistered as a Newsnanem ;
A
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