
l3a8ed .on pr vate property, was the foundation o the social 
system of,the Norman invaders, whilst on the other hand, the 
Irish system of society was based eiS'sentially upop. clan or 

. coihnion ownership. A& a result the fate pf Ireland could not 
he settled hy the result of a single hat-tie as was the fate of 
England, where one.victory of the Normans sufficed for the 
practically-oomplete conquest of that country^ ' ’ ” ' ^

‘ The Irish chiefs "ivere not rulers hy divine ^^right, they were - 
the elected choice of the clansmen, and as a result the con-/ 
(^uest involved'the abandonment of the right to choose and 
control their rulers, and nob merely a change in the per-;

■ spnality. of irresponsible despots as was - the -caso in England,» 
The land of Ireland wms the common iiroiienty of the people, ^ 
the conquest involved making it, the private property of the 
English nobles or of Irish traitors, and hence was nbb- sp 
easily offeefced as if it had hcen-]>rc viously private property 
and the conquest had only effected, a change, of owuiels. ■- We 
are aware that this readlhg of IriHi history has been hercely 
(Jisputed by some, and badly interproted hy others. Yet ■ 
trom^ the time wq iirst outlined it briefly in our pamphlet, 

Eriii^s Hope,” tins conception of. the essential underlying * 
fact.in the mystery of a people oontinuing a struggle for 700' 
years against the overwhelming military force of'an oppres-^ 
sing nation has made headw-ay amoiigst thinking''Irishmen• 
as the only exidanation of that’ phenomenon. Iffie present’ 
Celtic Be viva! ih Ireland, leading as itdoes to h recoiisiderar 
tion and more analytical study of the laws and social struct'^ 
tiire of Ireland before the invasion amongst its other good" 
results Will have this ong also, that it will confirm'and estab- ' 
lish the truth of our conception. . ^ ■ .

“ Hitherto the study of the social structure of Ireland in the^
. past has been marred by one great fault. Eor a description' 

and interpretation of Irish social life and customs the student, 
depended entirely upoh the descriptions and. interpretation of ' 
men who were'entirely lacking in knowledge, of aii insight intoi 
the facts and sxiiritof the things they attempted to describe. ' 
Saturated "with the conception of feudalistic or capitalistic, 
social drder, the writers perx^etually stmva to explain Irish 
institutions in terms of an order of things to which tlioae;

e

t

... ..-
Give me the people, the democracy^ the men who’tdl the 

-fields, the men'who build ships and cities, the men who sub- 
jngate the wilderness, train and rear it into a noble ciyilisa- 
tion, and so far consummate the Divine purposes of creation. 
Erom this element have some of. the most powerful intellects 
and potentates .of the •world 'sprung. Homer, .Shakespeare,, 
Michael Angelo, the great jurists« of England, the great 
statesmen of America, the marshals of Napoleon were from 
the democracy. Give me the people, the democracy of Ire­
land I Should they demand the liberty of Ireland. I shall not 
wait on any lord or pedant,, nor on, any lord, or pedantki 
fiunkey.to ratify'the claim. Give mo the pGasaiity—the rf- 
yilcd, scorned, ignored peasantry of Ireland. Their wretched 
cabins have been the holy shrines in which tho ‘traditions and 
the hopes of Jrel^nd have been treasured and transmitted.”

We-quote this extract from the speech of Thomas Eraiicis 
Meagher on St. Paffick’s Day, 1866, at Virginia City, for a 
two-fold purpose.
' First, in order to draw the attention of our readers to the 

. speech itself* which ought to be easily^- aceessibie in any 
published edition of Meagher’s speeches-. Second, in order 
to emphasise a ijoint we would 'wisli our readers to ponder 
over, vi2.—that in the evolution of civili-satioii the progress 
of the fight for national liberty of any subject nation must 
perforce keep pace withy the progress of the struggle for 
liberty of the most subject class in that nation,'^ and that the 
shifting; of forces which-Accompanies the development of the 
system of society leads ipeyitably to the increasing conserva­
tion of the non-working class element,* and to the increasing 
revolutionary vigor and purity of tho working class, 
second point as the most important on the future of the Irish 
Working class we propose to make the burden of our remarks 
an this issue. "

This

» We have elsewhere pointed out that the protracted nature 
of the struggle for the. subjugation of Ireland was due ib. the 
circumstance that the English conquest of our country in­
volved a complete change in the spdial system as w'elb as 
a l/ransferep.c0 of i>owcr from one race .to another. Feudalism.

4w

nn

<

CONTENTS: ■ i\
G»

page 13 
»>* ■ ,, 14

“I r-
«•« 3) J.O

,,
,, 17 
„ .. 17

Not^f-and Comments 
The Irish 1/abour Party 
Local Notes
Notes and Comments (continued} ‘ .. 
Allotments and Gardening Plots 
Correspondence (Welcome Criticisms)

♦ • » ♦ *

♦ » 4 • r r♦ *1#

A» • * * • n

16
* * * '

• M

• # »

The.Struggle for'Liberty, By James Connolly 
The Workers and Industry*. By W.M.A,
International Notes . ... .......
Ar n-Ai’an Laetheamhail, Padraic. 0 Conaire 
A I^esson from Australia'. -By M. Nolan 
Irish Labour'Party Organising Scheme

• •
9

_ r

hfi'

f

■i

By the eate James Gonnoeea'.-
I ■

*• r

'4

I

P * <s
4

NEW SERIES., VoL. i,,No. 2. DECEMBER 8, 1917. ■ ONE/PENNy

S-
»*

Ih
. 

t

Sr
“dD
O
%

H
H

W
:

oQ:d

\
orw

.0
2^'I

!»
»:

, ■ •«
t-in>

 ■crO

r-'ncr
5bC

m
m

d

m ■ t

. ̂

»

L

J

T<

'i' 
^

%

7

00
 O

b o
 T-i'581

r-i T-* (M
 

cq 
:

4 
:

’TV
•r\ 

ipv 
#v



being pax^Mally worked', there is ho oonhectihg industry to 
assist in its developmentj but the product is sMppod at high"’ 
freightage ehhrges which tend to keep labon'T” wages loWj‘ 
instead of using it in eijitending the indus^try for honie reduire- 
nients and thereby saving freightage on raw and huishM

^‘ Eesourcos of
Metauiterous Ores^ recently issued, nuhjerous instances hre 
given in Ireland of valuable nuneral' products of high per* 

lying waste except in isolated cases, • Bven ih the 
latter instances ^there is no possible nieans of using the ore 
except uo ship it acre ss cliafinel. , The sa-ine’ report states 
that in Arigna, Co. Leitrima blast furnaoe for smelting 
ironstone prp&ured there was actually in operation in 1760.
• j Irish industry the experience of intensely
inaustrialised areas should serve as an example to prevent the 
establishment of similar evils. all means establish every 
possx ilo industry required to make Ireland more self-support- 
mgj hut .beware that they may fall into the clutches of pro-- 
Meers, ready to m^fc the workers, forcing them to live

hadiv housed areas, enslaving them 
and their children to inhuman conditions* Control of

^ workers engaged in. the industry, and the
"sed. for the oollsctive wel- tlip only rietliod of solyuig the econoraio and social 

problems Mlierent in onr present-day system of society.
adnnt’+l,n^rfb^?^+’ tliprefore prepare the means and

1 * ? a^oroplisli tins or similar o jeots. This
mahmg the. vvorkers’, anks proof 

a^^amSt. division, able t,o withstand the assaults of the urn
h2:ht for the interests of 

^^.terests of all. Organise, then, for tliis ideal 
Urganisation is power, ^ i *

W, M, A-,.1^

*'The development of Industry ” is a phrase made common 
py constant use, but frequently used without depth of mean- 
mg. Statesmen and company promoters alike, imply that 
this or that country should control particular key industries 
so that they may iiold a position of privilege. Their advo­
cacy of such ^ claim or aspiration may differ slightly in 
terms, but whether it be for national advantage or private 

' gam—most probably the latter in both cases—there*is seldom, 
areWjmny desire to directly raise the social standard of tha 
•workers by such means, and this must he of supreme im* 
portance to the workers. Briefly, the furtherance and 
development of industry Js merely, under existing circum- 
istances, capitalist enterprise for private profit.

,The vnrkers, however, in'highly developed industries are 
beginmug to understand ‘the fact that they are only 

instruments of production under modern methods, and 
recognise to a certain degree that they must control to some 
extent the_industry they are engaged in, so that they may he

■ abg thereby to control thexi* own lives.
vSerem is opening up a new social order ^lat industry 

should really be managed and developed according to the
■ Requirements and welfare of the workers. The cultivation of 

food; the weaving and manufacture of wearing apparel: 
quariTing and building of habitations; engineering and 
hundred trades, etc.—-all because they are necessary for the 
p^ple of all nations'—will be scientifically carried out with 
the aid of m^hiiiery with the minimum of applied labour 
^ssehtial, and entirely in the interests of the common good.

capitalism, nevertheless, not only grows fat on profit- 
tnakmg industries, hut also neglects necessary development 
if immediate results are not forthcoming, or which may be 
l^mmental to transport or other interests,

to-day, coal and mineral deposits are neglected, 
wheroj as m the case of iron ore mining, the industry is

8, 19J7.

By W. M. A,r

«

1

iBisnU
Hi^pww^itrtw jfrii

Institutions were entirely alion. Irish titles indicative of 
' the function in society performed by- their hearers, the 

■ writers explained by what'-they supposed were analogous 
titles in the feudal oi’der of England,^ forgetful of the fact 
that as the one form of society was the antithesis of the 
iother and not its counterpart, the one set of titles could not 
possibly convey the same meaning as the other, much less 

Je a translation. Much the mme mistake was made m 
America by the early Spanish conquistadores in attempting ■ 
to describe the social and political systems of Mexico and/ 
3Peru, with much the same results of introducing almost 
endless confusion into every attempt to -comprehend life as 
at actually existed in those countries before the conquest. 
t]&.e Spanish writers could not mentally raise themselves out 
of the social structure of continental Europe, and hence 

,. their weird and wonderful tales of despotic Peruvian and 
Mexican Emperors/^ and THobles ^^ where only existed 
the 'olabomtely organised family system of a people not yet 
fully evolved into the ^political state. Not. till the phblica- 
tion of Morgan’s nioiiumental work on Ancient Society ” 

the. k^y to the "sSidy oh-American native civilisation . 
teally found’ and-placed in the hands of the student. The 
isame key Will yetninlopk the-cloors, -which guard the treasures 
of out* native Celtic civilisation, and make them possible of 

- fuller comprehension by the multitude.
But as the first requisite of such a study will take the 

’!^tudent back id the Norman-invasion into all accessible 
literature antedating that time, that -key must be wielded 
by one to whom Irish, bid and modern, is as familiar as the 
fongue of his childhood.

Meanwhile, the .student attempting to-undorstand Irish 
political life down to our own day had best keep in mind its 
primal beginnings. .The result of the long-drawn-out struggle

t'

was
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International Notes.
V, “ .i, ■̂ ■■■-'■

wliicli relates to ilie sU’Uggle of tlie ■ 
French working class ^against the ox- 
plortation. of irntriotism hy the reaction­
ary capitalist, clicines. as we propose 
here ' comment upon foreign 
from a purely democratic point o 
it i^ essential that our' readers" sliouW 
understand hov/. meaniiiglcss all refer­
ences to the Grand Orient must ho, go 
long as the other - side of the controversy 
is not mentioned. When both sides are 
considered it is iseen'that the subject has. 
no bearing whatever upon>ny Irish prob­
lem. l^emier the friends nor ■^^enemies 

. of the Grand Orient are distinguished by 
any qnalities w'hich would -endear them 
to us; both are fervent haters-of the 
Hun, and each side has done ts bit 
in the present war. As a matter of poli­
tical fact, all- w’e have to i*eniember is 
that ivhile the Grand Orient stands for 
the French RopiibUc, its opponents^ are 
fanatical. monarchists. _As for Viviani, 
whose atheism is of such international im- 

■ portance, h'e was entertained in America 
by a vast assembly of Protestant be­
lievers, whose einging of the hymn, “ On- 
wax'd,. Christian'Soldiers,” moved him to 
A confession of faitfi! Th© light- of 
heaven he once claimed to have extin­
guished once more illumined the sky and 
enabled him to see God, but it is the 
“God of vengeance” whom he now 
claims to have seen. So now he is fit to 
consort v/ith the pure in spirit nearer 
home 1 , "

sksm for Tammany, even though dustioe 
‘Cohalaii' was one of Hylan’s [principal 
hackers.

The reference to the Grand Orient in 
these Wtes last ‘ week must not he re-

• garded |i,a ip any sense an apology for 
that institution. It oouM not be the 
policy of Xrish^ Dpinion?” or of any 
journal speaking for democracy, to re­
commend i the Grand Orient as a centre of 
progressive ideaIn dealing, However, 

.wjth the mternational relations nf Irish 
Ijabbur, it is necessary to point out that 
Europe^ polities are not capable of 
being simplified to’the degree implied by 
current criticism in our independent

' , nationalist Press.■ While it is interesting
to people w'ho like tliat sort of thing to 

■ know exactly how many of the prominent 
Allied statesmen and politicians are Free- 

. inasono, no serious argument can be 
based upon such facts, however discredit­
able they may bo to certain members of 
the Party. The point we wished to estab­
lish^ was that, in France at least, the 
Organised o|)posit-ion to the Grand Orient ’ 
is composed exclusively of the Royalist 
reaction, so that Republicans, whether 
members or apiorovers of .the Grand 
Orient or not, musXsupport it wdienit is

• ohallengod on polltioal ■ grounds.. Not to
do so would be to assist and encourage 
the unscrupulous enemies of the Re­
public.- .

politics 
f vidw.

We should like to have seep a general . 
rally'in support of Morris Hilhiuit, • the 
Socialitffc candidate, whose election vnuld ^ * 
have combined good city government 
with sane war views. As it is, th© elec-^ 
tion has been a real victory for Raboun 
In opite of an incredible campaign of 
lying and" scurrility, 'in which the 
Republican and. Democratic candidates' 
emulated Mi\ Alitchel, Hilliiuit liad the . 
second largest poll in two Boroughs--^ ' 
28)413 ill the Bronx,' and 12,T4h in 
Queente; his total number of votes boixfg 
142,178. The super-mtriot, Mitchel, 
with all the capitalist fhreBs, except-the 
Hearst iiapers, bekind him, and sup­
ported by ex-JPr©sidents Roosevelt and 
Taft, only secured some 7,000 odd votes 
more thari Hillqnit, who Has recorded an;^ 
increase of 450 per cent,, in the Labour 
vote.—Furthery-New York will have seven 
Socialist Aldermen, for the first time in 
its undemocratio History; and_tH© num­
ber of Socialists in the New York State 
A'ssembly has increased from two to ten. 
What a glorious opportunity was missed 
by Irish-America, 'whose faithfulness to 
Tammany brings discredit on themselves 
and on us. They could have punished 
Mitoliel and served Ireland by voting for 
a real . ohampion of national and inter­
national freedom. However,^ while [Tam­
many grafts, New York will'Have the 
satisfaction of .knowing 'that jingoism 
hasreceived, a seirious set-back, in 
the person of an official who ranks next 
to the‘President in importance. Oijr re^ 
gret is that two birds * were not killed 
with one vote.

■

r

Ireland Has no reason to criticise one 
side of IH’Gnch politics wliile ignoring the- 
other. The Grand Orient looms large 

^ in the alfairs of the Allies. It was 
Leipaitre, Barrbs, Leon Daudet and 
Qompany who op rated by means 

, of the League of" Patriots and the 
Action Francaise . ip pueh 0/way as- to. 
foster the spirit of revenge for .^Isace- 

/ Lorraine, and to arouse tlie _militaristic 
^ -spirit in France by capturing tlie higher 

ranks of the army. TH© loudest demm- 
ciatipns of the Grand Qrienf Ha'i’^ eonie 
fronr the Upper military circles, and-a 
long campaign of chauvinist nationalism 
ended in th© imposition, of the Three 
Yeairs[ Military Bervjce Law. ’ Every 
Socialist in France opposed that I-iaw, 
but ’ the reaction .triumphed, and when 
this ivar ,w%s imminent the assaj^atnation 
of daurOS removed the most povvcnul wit- 

, . ness of the campaign which he had fought
so vainly to defeat, and whose inner his­
tory he knew too we 1. If the Gra-id 
Orient is so well represented in the rank.s 
of the Allies'to-day, let us not forget Trow 
its adversaries had ’vvorked for a quarter 
of a century'to bring^about the present 
state of affairs in France,

Kow that-it is quite clear that “ Irish 
Opinion” does not pfoposp to sot up a 
branch .establishment of the ' Grand 
Orient, we may be permitted to mention 
a topic of more importance, to wit, the 
redent muuieipal-elections in New York, 
The'' defeat of Mitehef s grandson was 
due mainly to his own. imbecility,. He 
had an excellent record for his term of 
office, and had aetuolly given New York 
its first ta^ste of honest municipal gov­
ernment. If lie had not allowed his en-r 
thusiasm for the Allies to take the acciis- 
tomed term of teeason and spy mania, 
the city might '’ow be spared the jiroB- 
pect of a resumption of IrislnAnrerican 
iinsgovernmeiifi in its worst—Tam­
many—form. By a liberal application of 
the term pro-German, Mr. ]S.litehol suc­
ceeded in winning for Judge Hylan the 
German-American vote, thereby afiectin, 
the conjunction, of Irish-American an' 
German-American voting power which 
did not come aboutd't^i^ iimeJast year, 
when it might have kept America out of 
the war by defeating President Wilson’s 
candidature for the Presidency. While 
we are glad that Mr. Mitehel should thus 
be'forcibly reminded of his gi’andfather, 
wffios'e views would certainly have reoomr 
mended themselves to an independent 
American electorate, we have no eiithu-

Apropos of Loi’d Lansdowne’s letter 
on tlx© discussion of peace ternls, we are 
glad to- know that Camille Huysmans, 
the (Secretary 'Of the Internatidnal, has 
telegraphed to Arthur Henderson, sug­
gesting that this is the" time to give effect 
to t);xo Stockholm resolution. Gontrary 
to the reports sedulously' circulated__ by 
the capitalist Press, the Socialists” of 
Europe have all voted in favour of the 
Stockholm ConferencG, and now is the 

. moment when Labour^ must in»sist upon 
its right to meet and diiteuss the problems 
of war and peace which so'intimately 
affect the masset of all the countfies con­
cerned. We cannot allow the arbitrary 
negation of liberty to travel, and the 
equally arbitrary assumption of fepre- 
sentative power, to’keep us apart. ■ When 
the Confereiic© assembles our first con­
cern' must be to secure the representation' In all this domei^tio History of a foreign 

country the only aspect of. any interest 
■ in this country is' that 4, f O .to \l .
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Lurgan Gas-Workers’Strike, '
Cor a fortnight past the labourers . enir 

ployed by the Lurg'an Urban ^ District 
1 Council at ^the Gas Works, thirteen .in 
nuihberj havo been bn strike for' an' ad- 

' vance .in wages. In this industrial cenU*© 
prosperdus Ulster” fully-grown 

men—iharried men ' wdth faniiiies—lia.Ve 
been employed at laborious work for Ib/- 
per week, plus 2/- -^var bonus. The men, 
ivho ai’e members of-the Workers’ Union, 
demanded an increase of 67- per wmek. 
The Council' refused even to discuss the 
question, and'the men Ceased work. iS/- 

'■a weak is the reward of ‘‘loyalty”! 
JiUrgan is a town ivhdch' boasts of having 
sent more men to-the “ Colours” than 
any town of its size in Uls^r, and it has 
had more than a due share of casualties. 
At 18/” a week one may well ask if the 
casualties of peace—starvation and dis­
ease—are not likely to be even more fatal 
than' the .casualties of war. We wdsh the 
men success.-. ‘

miiiiri-ii . n .yf

Derry/
The recently published, report of th© 

Derry Trades Council show’s that txventy- 
eight Societies' are -.aflS.liated, and that 
after a very strenuous and • successful 
half-year, the Trade Union movement in 
perry and district is stronger than ever 
before in its history. * ^
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A Lesson from Australia
- <■
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" In a recent speech Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister of the 
Australian Commonwealth, denounced -Sinn 3^1116113- and the 
International Workers of the WorlH as the main obstacles to 
the enforcing'conscription'on tho^ Ansti'^alian people. These 
two bodies, according to Mr. Hughes, working .in concert, were 
strong enough to dexeat the measure on which he had staked 
liis political existence; and. his i^'fttest orations' have been_ 
mainly occupied with the attempt to discredit them by 
referring to “ German gold,” “Germany’s isecret agents,” 

'and all th^ rest of the claptrap of the “ patriotic ” orator.
.Headers,of even the English Press have by this time; got 

a pretty good idea of Mr. Hughes and his aims. They knoWx 
that he w^as returned-to pO'WGr as a leader of Labour; that 
he has declared the conscription of wealth for war purposes 

** to be out or the question; and that he.led the campaign in 
favour of conscriiition of the lives of Australian citijzens. 
They also know that the people of Australia, in spite of iihe 
organised breaking-up of anti-conscription meetings, rejected 
his proposals by an enormous majority; and that in the fight 

, ' against those proposals the forces of Sink Eein and organised
Labour led the way.

The problem has now arisen in Australia for the second 
time. Mr. Hughes and his followers are using every w'eapon 
in their armoury to discredit Sinn Fein and Labour in the 
oye^ of Australian public opinion.know that these two 
forces are the-only ones ii^dth sufficient vitaHty to avert the

lijes.'* They also, know that if they could be 
suppressed, there would be no further obstacle

workingmenLabour. numbers capitalists as v
, among dts membei^. The • International Workers of the 

\Vorld. on the other hand, represent advanced Labour in 
twenty different countries; they are not, ^ strictly speaking, 
pro-Irish any more than they are pro-American or, pro-Dutch,
Yet in the.^present stniggle the two. bodies are able to act 
together in spite of their theoretical- divex’gence of ideals. . ’

In Ireland, Sinn Fein and Labour have the same battle 
to fight as in Australia. Ilie forces opposed to them are 
more powerful and more crueL There is all the more, need 
for them to stai^ together. Two .year^ ago they had learned 
the lesson. James Connolly, one of the greatest men that 
Ireland has ever produced, realised from the beginning that 
in Ireland, even more than in any other country, NationaEty 
and Labour hiust stand or fall together, Defore his death 
his ideas had spread, and Ireland, and Labour shed their 
blCwd together in Easter Week. Since Connolly’s death Sinn 
Fein and Labour have- not become estranged, but they are'^ 
less closely allied. It is right that each should have its 
separate province, but it is also right that each shoiild 
remember that it can only triumph with the other’s aid. '■

The only kind of Irish State worth working for is one in 
which the claims of labour will be recognised as the^’ are not 
recognised in Ireland or England to-day.v If Dublin is to 
remain a city of slums and tenements, of unemployment and 
starvation, it is as well off under an English monarchy as 
under an. Irish Republic, The ideals of Connolly must 
permeate the Sinn Fein movement if it is not to fail as Smith ,

, O’Brien and .Young Ireland failed. .. .
But it is equally true that the cause of Labour in Ireland 

is irrevocably bound, up ivith Ireland’vS national emancipa­
tion. So long as Irish industries can be crushed.by one 
stroke of the pen of a Government official in Whitehall, so 
long wjQl Ireland be empty of industry, empty of enterprise,

^ empty of everything 'but hunger and squalor. If Connolly 
saved. Sinn Fein by allying it xyEh Labour, he set the .feet 

. of Labour on the true path when he told the labouring-men 
of Ireland that Labour could never be free till Ireland 
free:

as

V

conscription of liyes 
diverted or
in -the path of the Government; ^public opinion could be 
dragooned by emergency legislation. and the judicious em­
ployment of illegal force; the r‘icht'man’i.s investments would 
he safe? while the poor man’s son could be dragged off to 
death on the battlefields of Flanders. But wdiile Sinn Fein 
and^ Labour stand united, they are perfectly welt av/are,that 
their new conseriptionist campaign is doomed to the same 
failure as the campaign of 1916..

It in one sense, a remarkable'* circumstance that in 
Auistralia Sinn Fein has found .it possible to work in such 
close co-operation with the Interhational Workers of the 
World.' Sinn Fein is a national movement, pure and simple. 
Its economic theories are not necessarily those of advanced

wq*

M. NOLAN, •

• /
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Irish Labour Party: Organising Scheme,
that- Labour’s voice shall be heard in the Councils of the 
Nation, demand that a much greater effort -than %ver inust 
now be made. To do thi,s .effectively iV’e must enlist the 
active personal assistance of Tihose thousands of workers who 
liitherto have been but passive sympathisers. We are con­
fident that'the members of your branch will do their share 
in this work. The Organisation^.,and Labour Representation ■ 
I’und which we propose to raise' will bo used for strengthen- ’ 
ing the Trade XJnion movement in those places where it is 
weak, and to assist in securing^ the return of Labour Repre­
sentatives to the National Legislaturo.

_ Throughout the worlfl Labour is . emerging from . iti 
obscurity amd proving it$elf a force to be reckoned .with by 
the governing powers—soon perhaps to become itself th» 
governing power. In every natioh of Europe, in Amorica, 
Canada, Australia, South .rAfrica, even in far China and 
Japan, there are- National Labour parties supported by the

. sufeoriptiOti’s of' the w’ork^rs*We will not ha-vb it said

At the ’ Derry Congress held in August last a scheme was 
adopted for organising those active members of the Trade 
Unions who desire to promote thd growth of an Irish'Labour 
Party. According to 'the circular letter which has been sent 
by ^^the Natidnal Executive to the branches of affiliated 

c. Societies, the schome.dependl'for its success upon.the, cordial 
co-operation of the,branch .secretaries or shop-vstewards or 
other specially appointed collectors, “and the branches nre 
urged to adopt the scheme with enthusiasm and endeavour 
to enrol as large a nuifiber of subscribing members of the 
Irish Labour Party as possible.”

Every weak that passes (the letter continues) brings 
. additional proofs of the necessity for strengthening the- 
influence on Irish puhlio affairs* of a w^ell organised Labour” 
Party.The pressure we have been able to put in the past 
OR' local corporations and the Iri.sh Government has been 
considerable and of much benefit to Trade Unionists and tho 
working classes in general, bxit the urgent problems arising 

. out of.the war, the need for'a sustained agitation to'.secmre
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■ This -will apply to oases whets a htanoh of an affiliated 
>Spdefcy 'officially adopt-ed the ischeme, and ap^mte4..Jli| 
Bectetary or other'collector to receive snhscriptiopfe and 
disbtxrse stamps. But there will also be cases whete the , 

.branch'or Society will not act officially. In siich>case^S^^‘' 
we will try to hud a member who will act as coUectorj 
whose duty will he to obtain ais many regular subscribers 
from amongst his. fellow-workers as possible. ^ Even if 
only three or four’are enrolled in a branch, it will be 

twaliiable work done-r-if every, branch of every Trade 
ITnion provided not less than four, suhscribing members 

/ ■ to the- Irish Ldbour Party, we would have a very strong 
organisation, ^ '

In support of this scheme the/Executive proposes to 
assist branches by propagandist visits, and by the issue 
wlmn funds'permit, of pamphlets,’leahets, etc.. ^ ‘

We have.pleasure in directing our readers^ attention to 
- these proposals. It is inevitable that it will be left to a few 

members in each branch to be .a “ ginger group *’ fnd become ^ 
the propagandists of the political side of the La-bour-Mov^ 
ment in Ireland. These few, then,; must see to it that the 
proposals of the Congress are discu'ssed by the branches and 
collectors appointed;.

Without adequate funds the Executive canno do the ■work 
that is demanded of 'them. With funds, they can appoint 
or^nisers,, print and distribute literature, co-^ordipate the 
policy of the^ Labour representatives. oh the variotis Local 

^ Governing Bodies,-and do all the rest of the work that lien’ • 
to the hands of a National Labour Organisation. • „ ,, .

We note that the scheme is a voluntary one, that there is 
no compulsory levy for this fund. This impliejs that the sub- 
seribers wall be personally attached to the organisation' as. 
individuals, and should ensure ,that the subscribers will take , 
a more active interest in the growth of the pai'ty than is the': 
case when the^ funds are all suhscrihed hy the Society eollec- 

. tively. / ' V .
We hope to learn that the scheme is being given the fullest 

measure of support throughout the country, . -

of all the Nations of the world the workers of Ireland alone 
were inarticulate I • . '

The''following is a summary of the scheme decided upon:-'"; 
vBcheme for organising groups or Societies or ‘branches 

of Societies on the one hand, and individual supporters ■who 
are bona-fide members of Trade l[Jnions on the other, and 
bringing them into direo'bj^sociation with the Irish Labour- 
Barty.

at present undesirable to makb ■ 
any formal changs^irrthe existing^ constitution of -rthe— 
Irish ffiracles Union Congress and Labour Party. ^

It is recognised that the affiliated Unions contain a 
proportion Of members who are in definite active sym­
pathy with the Irish Labour Party, but having a large 
number who, while vaguely sjunpathetic, are not conscious • 
of any personal association with the Party.

It is. also recognised .^at th^re are 
■ branches of Societies which are as a Vhole opposed to the 

. Irish Labour Party, ^but which; contain a minority who 
desire to become actively associated with ns. ''

The National Executive believe that it is necessary to 
gfither these all in, and bring them' into direct relation 
with the Party, and that this may be done by 4116 ex- 
pediont of recognising them as Bubseriblng Members./’

It if , therefore, decided to establish the vBtamp system 
for payments of eontributioms to an Organisation/and 
Labour Eepresentation Fund. A subscriber’s card to 
be issued by the National Executive, ruled with spaces 

-for stamps to be affixed. Subscriptions to be Threepence 
per month.^ Specially designed Stamps ip be issued by 

"the Executive, face value Threepence each. Secretary of 
branch ‘(or whoever may be-appointed as Collector) to - 
receive stamps, which are. to be charged to him at 'the 
rate of Twmpence-halfpenny each, the other Halfpenny - 
to be retained as expenses of collection. Branch Secre­
tary or Ck>llector on receipt of contribution to affix a^ - 

. stamp to edrd indicating that the Subscribing Member^ 
has paid to the Fund the sum of Threepence, ,

It is assumed that ib is

?.

orV'
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Notes and Conlments.
Meals for Hungry School children.

At last Irish school children are to have 
• somsthing like the benefits enjoyed by 
i the school children of Great Britain in the 

. matter of school meals. A Bill recently 
introduced at Westminster provides that 
a local authority may spend out of the 
rates isueh sums as may be necessary ^to 
meet the cost qf tlip provision of. food 
under the Education (Provision of Meals, 
Ireland)Act, 1914, certain sections- of 
which, enactment it repeals, 
local authority in any area’ spends but of 
the rates any sums for the provision of 
food tinder the 1914 Act a sum, not ex­
ceeding one half of' -the amoiin'b so ex­
pended shall be ^aid to the, local autho­
rity out of money, provided by ■ the 
Treasury subject, to r^ulations to be 
made by the Lpcal Government Board 
for Ireland for the purpose of securing 
that the arrangements for the provision 
of food are adequate and are carried out 
efficiently.. The ppw’prs'of a local autho­
rity for the provision of school meals 
rtiay be used for the provision of meals 
to children attending a National school 
within its area both on days, when the 
school meej:s as well as on other days.

has, been already made ttf

grapple with the urgent problem of the 
hungrv, school child in Ireland Under 
the 1914 Act not more than a halfpenny 
iu the pound could be levied upon the 
rates for this purpose. Nevertheless 
some very good work has already been 
done in. jDilblin and elsetvhere. The in-, 
creasing cost of foodstuffs has made the 
provision of meals "a" very difficult task 
upon such a small rate without any State 
assistance. The new Bill, when it is 
finally passed into law', will ease the task 
considerably, as any sum may be levied 

■ upon the rates, and half the sum so 
levied and xised will be added.from Statea- 
fronds. We" trust this Bill will quickly 
become an Act, as 'the rigours of‘a hard 
winter, coupled with the present cost of 
living, may thereby be greatly mitigated 
for. the famished little ones wlfo are com­
pelled to attend school whether they have 
had any food or not.

rather startling figures on this subiect. ; 
In none of the classes inspected by him,

' said Mr. Good, was the interest or at­
tendance i-ip to the standard that might 
be e-xpected in a city like Dublin, It i^

.a pity that our young workers do not 
take advantage qt the facilities ofiered 
by our technical institutes, where classes 
are arranged to suit their r(&quirements.
It is not only that these classes will make 
them more efficient craftsmen and 
artisans, efficiency is not by anv means 
the end and aim of Iiuman lifeby tlmso 
classes a broader outlook, a- wider know- 
ledge and a keener interas-t in. life and 
in work would be obtained. It s pro­
bably that many o our young workers 
are too-tired aftef a day’s work to attend 
a class in the evening, Imt, on the other 
hand, It m, perhaps ae tiring to parade 
Grafton, or. Mary Streets for the best 
part, or an evening, .we would commend 
t-hese ela,sse.s to the attention of our 
young reader,s in the hope that they 
make^ some use of them. Again, ,oiir 
technical schools have many difficulties 
to meet, and to contend against. J4ik© 
all education m thk land-of odf^ it is 
inadequately financetl. While increased

‘Bag© ^1). ■ .

1

Where a

teehnical fiduoatte, . •
It is to be feared that our workers do 

not take that interest in technical train­
ing that might reasonably be expected 
of them. At a recent .pieeting of the 
Dublin Rotary Club, Mr. Good, of the 
Bunding Trades Federation, gave some

• f
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IRISH OPINiOM. port, its -orgamsers will assist tlie Trade tFnions in tlieir 
. work, will aid tliom towards national tliinking nfion labour 

; affairs ^ and TLpon labour problems. It can tinaortaks an 
educational campaign, to bring'liomo to the minds of our 

' people as . a whole,' to our w'orkera in particular, what the 
demand and rights of Labour are. This is Tory hecossary 
to'^day, when not only tiie'(ohl problchia with 'which wp hayo 
been fa-miliar for so long .still av/ait solution, bttt new' proMents 
caused by the war, the nature and extent of wdnch we are 
still unaware, will demand solution when peace comes.

We truat that 'eYory-organised labour body in the country 
will giyo our new Ijahour Party, all the support,^ both moral 
and financial, of which it is capable, • It is a Party ivhioh 
.should attract the support of the rural laboaunr as well as 
the town artisan. The minimum, -wages, fixed for agricul­
tural labour cannot be regarded as satisfactory, atid Vei'y 
much remains yet to be done. It is probable that most-of 
the Trade tJnions will join the Party collectiyely j at leaist 
we think they ought so to do, as it seems to ns their-obviou.s

'’'''duty. .But OTen if they.do not we ate glad to note that
indmduals, members of Trade tlnions not joining collec- 
tivoly, msv still join the party. Tt would be well if members 

, of rural ■ labour societies not calling themselTes, or acting 
ae, Trade Ilnions, could have the tame conditions extended 
to them. Lven in these days, -when the lii^ cost of living 

' taxes our ability to live to the utmost, the subscription rate 
fixed is well w1ttilTrthw-w man and woman,
worker. In the very near.future our women will have, that 
vote for which so niany of them have struggled and suffered. 
We hope that an effort will be made to organise these women 
within the Labour Party. There is no jiecessity for special 
sections or separate organisations for wpmen; they , might 
come in on the^ same terms,^ with the'same-rights and duties 
as men. Pending the opening of our own Legislature there 
is much to be done in the realm of local and munio'ipa.l affaire.

. The organisation n6w proposed will co-ordinate and vitalise 
Labour effort in our country, so tliaP the experience of one 

. place will be at the di.sposaj of another.
A strong, democratically-controlled Labour Par'ty is most 

urgently needed in the Ireland of to-^day. Labour is being 
theoretically catered for by every political organisation in 
tiie^country, -but however well-intentioned their interest may 
be it can at best be only theoretical and academic. In our 
Labour polities we^ must have men of experience, men of 
knowledge^ naen who are familiar with the details of the 
worker’s life in the v/orkshop and im the homer- Wh must 
have realists as well as theorists. The facts of the worker’s 

. life mustbs known and understood as well as sympathised • 
with, lo have such understanding one must ha've very in­
timate and continuous contact with the worker’s, life, and.

. such direct contact add .understanding must- be sought for 
^ within the ranks of the IVade 'Union Congre’ss, which is the 

basis of the proposed party.. Aifiiiated • to'our Irish Trade 
IJnion Congtess are most of the Trade Unions at present 
active in, Ireland, not only distinctly Irish Unions but also 
the Irish branches ef amalgamated Unions, The Trade 
Union Congress is our Irish Ckuifederation of Labour. It 
contains in its official ranks the best brains of the Irisiv. 
Labour (movement, Its officers have the confidence of our 
movement, and to them, for the pfhsent at all. events, they 
are^ the natural leaders of organised .labour."' LaWur in 
politics will follow the same leaders it has followed in the 

, industrial struggle, and^ w^e ean Only trust that its success * 
be as great in the political arena as it has been in ,the in­
dustrial. The outlook for organised labour is bright if labour 
is true to itself. If Irish workers pay the attention to their 
own affairs that the importance of these affairs deserve their 
lot in the future will be better than it has been in the past. 
We have much to do for ourselves and our fellow-workers.. 
In many ways We are the most backward nation in "Uurope. 
Our inctustria-l problems,, as is: perhaps to be exi^ected when 
tlie political c-ondifcions under which our country suffers are 
taken into account, have received very scant akention. In 
an Irish legislature w*e must be strong enough to insist upon 
adequate attention being given to industrial problems, and 
to do this a Labour Barty is esssntial.T For this we wish the 
Labour Party every success, and we trust it will receive loyal 

. and hearty-kiyport. . ■ “ '
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The Irish Labour
Party

We print this Week an outline of the ci!t‘ganieing scheme of 
. the Iri.sh Labour Paiuy,’ which w-e commend to the earnest ■ 

attention of our readers. It is pointed out in thgs^eme 
that every country in Europe, without distinction, has a 
Labour Party pledged to w'ork and strive only im the interests 
of the toiling masses. We in Ireland have toiling masses, 
too, and in, the interests of 'these toiling masses political 
organisation is as necessary as it has^ beenrffemnd-te-he-rn 
other ootintrieS. We have problems 4n Ireland similar to 
those with which the Lahotir and Democratic Parties/grapple 

- in all the countries'of Europe. Sweating is certainly not 
« unknown in Ireland, long hours of work are common enough 
to pass almost' witliout comment, low wages are the rule 
rather than the exception. These basic problems ea.n be 
best solved by a combination of political action with uirect 

■ Trade Union action. A political party may do much in an 
Irish Legislature, J^ut then it cannot take the place of 

“■the Trade Union.' The two forces must wmrk together im 
. perfect harmony if the. best effects are to be achieved. ^ In 

the country and In the towns are problems awaiting solution’. 
They have really waited too long, but in the peculiar politii^l 
position in which our cotintry finds itself neglect of the _ 
worker and his, problems Was, perhaps, inevitable. Some 
small attention has been given to the p-gricnltural labqiirer, 
but even he ha.s much leeway to mak® up. The conditions 
under which our towm workers, live and wmrk are appalling. 
The^ are a disgrace to the thing, we used to call civilisation, 
a disgrace to our common, uhristianit^^ Housing, for 
instance, seems to Us a problem for national rather, than 
local solution, though our local authorities may. help very 
cotisiderably. A Ijabour Party in a National Legislature 
must be strong enougdi to urge the, solution of these problems 
as speedily as possible.

We are glad to note that the bafeis of organisation is the 
existing^ Trade XTnion Congress and Labour Party and the 
Trade unions' of Ireland. This is the line of least resistence 
in Labour organisation. The Trade Unions are the only 

' possible basis for an Irish La-bour Phrty at present. In the 
Trade UniopS'^e contained all who are actively engaged in 
Labour agitation, ■ propaganda • and organisation in our 
country. ^Such a basis will ensure a direct contact between 
the political and industrial sections of the Labour move­
ment, and such direct contact will be beneficial to both 
aides of it. In the narrow sphere of an ordinary craft union 
the larger problems and Meals of Labour as a whole might 
never be considered. Absorbed as they necessarily are in the 
detailed problems of theiy particular craft and in the 

'problems that most immadiately eoncenf* themselves, the 
larger world of labour might very easily be overlooked- The 
.trees ma^ ohscure the Wood. The proposed party will aid 
largely'in the rectification of such a narrow outlook. It will 
bring to its members a sense of perspective opening to them- . 

• selves and their followTrs. a vista of a lai'ger whole, which 
without it might he lacking. Given adequate financial sup-
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This will. aj[>ply to oasss wher6 a htanolx of an^afPiliatt^ 
Society'offioially adopted the ischeme, and apjpomted ilie 

■ Secretary or other collector to recei-ve suhscriptioos and 
disburse stamps. But there will also be cases where the 
branch' or Society' will not act officiali/. ' In sxtc-lr cases • 
we win try to find a member who will act as collector, 
whose duty will he to obtain akS many regular subscribers 

.. frorn amongst his fellow-workers as possible.^ Eren if 
only three or four are enrolled in a branch, it will be 
Taluable Work clone-r-if eyery, branch of ewery Trade 
ITnion provided not less than four suhscribihg me^pbers 

‘ • to the Irish Xdbour Tarty, we would hawe a very strong 
organisation.. , i ^ ^

In support of this scheme the Btecutiye ptoposes to , 
assist branches by propagandist visits, aifd by the loSue, 
when funds permit, of pamphlets, leaflets, etc. '

%ve pleasure ^'ff~d[ireetiiig our readers’ attention to 
these pro|msals. It is inevitable that it Will be left to a feW* - 
members in each branch to be .a “'ginger group and become 
the ptox)agandists of the .political side of the Labour Move^^ 
rnent in Ireland. These few, then, must see to it that the 
proposals of the Congress are discussed by the brancheis and 
collectors appointpd, '

Without adequate fundSftthe Executive cannot do the Work 
that is demanded of them. With funds they can -appoint 
organisers,, ptint ahti distribute literature, co-ordihate the 
policy of the ijabour ' representativeiS, oh the Various Local 
Governing Bodies, and do all the rest of the work that liea 
to the hands of a National Labour Organisation. ■

We note that the scheme is. a voluntary one, that there is 
no compulsory levy for this fund. This implias-that the sub­
scribers wUll' be personally attached to the- organisation' as,

■ ■ individuals, and should ensure .that the subserihers will take , 
a more active interest in the growTh of the party than is the" ’ 
case -wlien the funds are all subscribed by the Society eoUec- 
tively. . *

■ We hope to learn that the schema is being given the fullest 
measure of support throughout the country, •

of all the Nations of the world the workers of Ireland alone 
were inarticulate! . . -

The’following is a summary of the schema .decided upon:*-^; 
Scheme for organising groups or Societies or ‘branches 

of Societies on tlia one hand, and individual supporters whO' 
are bona-fide members of Trade IJnions on the other, and 
hringink them into direct assodaiion with the Irish I./ahoui’

^dCt assumed that ibJs at pfasent undesirable to make • 
-any formal change in the existing eonstitutibn of the 
Irish'.Trades tjnion Congress and Lahour Party. ^

It is^r^ognised that the afiiliated ITnions contain a 
pronortioh of memhsns who are in definite active sym­
pathy *vvith-the Irish Labour' Party, but having a large 
number who, while vaguely sympathetic, are- not con cious • 
of, any personal association wdth the' Party.:
- It, is also recognised that there are Societies or- 

■ branches of Sociebies^whicli are as a„ whole oppOised to the 
. Irish Labour Party, .but wdiich cohtaih a minority w'lio 

deaire to become actively associated wi.th us. ''
The National Executive believe that it is necessary-to 

gather these all in, and brin^ them-into direct-relation „ _ 
wit^ the Party, and that this may 'be done by-^bhe ex­
pedient of recognising them as ^fBuhscribing Members,” .

It is, therefore, decided to establish the Stamp system 
for payments of contributions to an Organisation/and 
Labour Hepresentatioii Fund. A subscriber’s card to . 
be issued by the H'ational Executive, ruled with spaces 
for stamps to be affixed. Subscriptions to he Threepence 
per month, specially designed Stamps to be'h’esued by 

‘the Executive, face value Threepence each. Secretary of 
Inancli (dr whoever may be-appointed as CollectoiT to ' 
receive stamps, v/hich are, to he charged to him at the. 
3^|it0 of'Twopence-halfpenny, each, the other Halfpenny ■ 
to he retained as expenses of collection. Branch Secre­
tary or CJollector on receipt of contribution to affix a 

. stamp to cdrd indicating that the Subscribing Membef* 
has paid to the Fund the sum- of Threepence,

I

and Comments
for Hungry Sohoni children.

At last Irish school children are to have 
something like the benefits enjoyed by 
the school children of Great Britain in the 
niatter of school ffieals. A Bill recently 
introduced at Westminster provides that, 
a local authority may spend' out of the 
rates fiuch sums as may be necessary to 
nmet the. cost of the provision of. food 
under the Education (Provision of Meals, 
lremnd)^Act, 1914, certain sections of 
which* enactment it j^iealsi Where a 
local authority in any area" spends but of 
the rates any ,'sums for .the provision of 
food under the 1914 "Act a sum, not ex-, 
csecdng one half of the amount so ex­
pended ehall be ^aid to the. local autho­
rity out of money provided by" ""the 
J reasury subject, to" regulations to be 
made- by the Local Government Board 

^ for Ireland for the purpose of securing 
that the arrangements for the provision 
of food are adequate and are carried out 
efficiently. The pow'ers’of a local autho­
rity for the‘provision of school meals 
may be used for the provision of meals 
to chilij^^n attending a National school 
within its area both on days when the 
gchool meej^s as well as on other days.

alteady made ttf

rather startling figures on this aub.ieot. 
In none of the classes inspected by liim, 

’said Mr. Good, was the interest or at­
tendance up to the standard that might 
be expected in a city like Buhlin. It i$ 
a pity that our young workers" do not 
take advantage of the facilities ofiered 
by our technical institutes, where classas 
are arrangeii to suit the'ir requirements.
It is not only that these classes will make 
them, morci^ efficient craftsmen and 
artisans, efficiency is not by any means • 
the eh'd and aim of human life p by these 
Classes a broader outlook, a wider know** 
lodge and a keener interest in. life and 
in wurk would be obtained. It is pro*- 
babl^ that many of our young workers ,f 
are too tired aftef a day’s work to attend ' 
a class in the evening, but, on the.otheir' 
hand, it is perhaps^ av$ tiring to. parade 
Grafton or. M^iny Streets for the best 
part, of an evening. ..We would commeM 
these classes to the attention of our 
young readers,-in the hope that they may 
make^ some use of them. Again, ,our 
teehnioal schools Imve manv difficulties 
to meet. - and, to, contend against. Like 
ah education in this Tknd' of our$ it is 
anadequatoly financed/ While increased

(^fititinwsd Ojn*Pag©. 21L ' '

grapple with the urgent problem of the 
. hungry, school child in Ireland Under 
the 1914, Act not mote thhn a halfpenny 
in the pound could be levied upon the 
rates for this purpose. Nevertheless 
some very good work has^lrsady been 
done ^ in, .Dublin and elsewhere. !he in-, 
creasing cost of foodstuffs has made the 
provision of meals'a very difficult task- 
upon such a small rate without any State 
assistance. The ne;w Bill, when "it ia 
finally passed into law, will ease the task 
considerably, as uny sum- may ha levied 
upon the rates,'and half the sum ao 
levied and used will.he added.Trom State 
funds. We" trust this Bill will quiclily 
become an Act, as ‘the rigours of ‘a hard 
winter, coupled with the present cost of 
living, ..may thereby be greatly mitigated 
for, the famished little ones who are com­
pelled to attend school whether -they have 
had any food or not.

Techrilcai fiduoatto, *
It/is to be feared that our workers do 

not take that interest in technical tfain*- 
ing that might reasonably be expected 
of them. At a recent meeting of the 
CuMin Eotar,y Club. Mr. Good, of tho 
Bunding Trades Federation, gave some
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.port, its organisers 3vill . assist the Trade tTnions in their 
work,] will aid them‘towards national thinking upon labour 
affair\s ^ and upon labour problems. It,' can undertake 'an 
educational campaign to bring home to the minds of our 
jpeople aa a whole, to our workers in particular, what the 
demand and-rights of Labour are. This is 'very necessary 
to‘day, when not only the old problchis with which we haro 
been fPviniliat for so long still await solution, but new problents 
caused by the war, the nature and extent of ivhich we are 
still unaware, will demand solution when peace comes.

Wq trust that ewety organised labour body in the country ' 
will gpo our new I^abour Party all the support, both moral 
and financial, of which it is capable. - It is a Party idiioh 
should attract the siipport of the rural labmvrer as tvoll as 
the town artisan^ • Tho minimum wages fixed for agricul­
tural labour cannot'be regarded as satisfactory, aiid Very 
much remains , yet to be done. It is probable tbat most of " 

“-•tho'Trade-'lLthona^-will Join the. Party collBCtiTcly; at least 
,we tmink they ought so to do, as it kerns to us their obvious 

^ duty. But even if they do not tve are glad to note that" 
—in4iyiduala,-^niemliera__of Trade tluions not . joining collec- • !

tivek/, ranv s^ili join tlie party. Tt would be well if members 
^ of rural labour societies not-calliug thettiselyes, or acting 

ac, Trade Union , could-iiaye the .same conditions extended 
^ to them. Even n these days, w'hen the high cost of living 

' taxes our ability to live to the utmost, the subscription rate 
fixed-is well within the'reach of every man and woman, 
worker. In the very near.future mir women will have, that 
vote for which so many of them have struggled aim suffered.
.We hope that an effort will be made to organise these tvmmen 
■wiilhin- the Labour Party. There is no |^ece.ssity for (Special 
sections or separate organisations for wpmen; they might 
Come in on the ^same terras,^ with the same rights and duties 
as men. Pending the opening of our own Legislature there 
is much to be done in the realm of local and municipal affaire. .

. Tlie organisation mow proposed yuHl co-ordinato and vitalise 
Labour effort in our country, so that the experience of one 
place will be at the di.sposaf of another,

A strong, democratically-controlled Labour Party is most 
urgently needed in the Ireland of to-day. Labour is being 
tlieoretically catered for by every political organisation in 

' the country, -but however well-intentioned their interest may 
be it can at best be only theoretical and academic. In our 
Labour politics we' must have men of experience, men of "

■ knowledge, men who are familiar with the details of the 
worker’s life in the- v;orkkiop and in the home. We must

f have realists as well as theorist’s.. The facts of the worker’s 
iife_ must Be known and understood as well as sympathised ' 
with. To have such understanding one must have very in­
timate ^and. continuous contact with the worker’s life, and . 
such direct contact a'nd .understsmding must* be sought for ■

^ within the ranks of the Trade Union Congre'ss, which is the 
basis of the proposed party,. Affiliated • to our Irish Trade 
Union Congress are moat of the Trade Unions at present 
active in Ireland, not only distinctly Iri,$h Unions but also ^ 
the Irish braiuehes of amalgamated Unions. The Trade 
Union Congress is our Irish Confederation of .Labour. It

■ contains in its official ranks the ]>est brains of the Irish.. ' 
Labour imovement, its officers have the confidence of our 
movement, and tothe' for the present at all events, they 
are the natural leaders of organised labour. Xmbour in 
politics will follow the same leaders it has follo'tved in the

, industriail struggle, and w^e pan* only trust that its suCec-Ss - 
be as great in the political arena as it has been in.the.in-
du.strial. The outlook for organised labour is bright if labour ..
is true to itself. If Irish workers pay the attention to their 

jawn affairs that the importance of these affairs deserve their 
lot in the future will be better than it has been in the past.
We have much to do for ourselves and our fellow-workers..
In many ways we are the most badeward nation in'Europe. ' 
Our industrial problems,, as is perhaps to be expected when 
the* political conditions under which our country suffers are 
taken into account, have received very scant attention. In 
an Irish legislature we must be strong enough to insist upon 
adequate attention being given to ihdustriM problem's, and 
to do this a LaboiU’ Party is essential. For this we wish the 
Labour Party every success, and we trust it will receive loyal 
and hearty supports . '

'n
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The Irish Labour
arty.X

t s
We-print this Week an outline of the digauising schema 

the Irish'liabour Party,* which we commend to the earnest - 
atfention of our res^ders. It is pointed out in the scheme, 
that every country in Europe, without distincti-on, has a 
Ijabour Party-pledged to work and strive only in the interests 
of the toiling masses. We in Ireland have toiling masses, 
too, and in the interests of ^tliese toiling masses political 
organisation is as necessary as it has .been found to be in 
other, countries.. We have problems -in Ireland similar to. 
those with which the Labour and Democratic Parties/grapple 
in all the countries' of Europe. Sweating is certainly pot 

* unknown in Ireland, long hours of wnrk are common-enough 
to pass almost without comment, low wages are' the • rule 
rather than the exception. These basic problems can bo 
best solved by a combination of political action vrith direct 
Trade Union action. A moliticai party may do .much in an 
Irish Legislature, ,hut then t cannot take the place of 
the. Trade Union i^TTie~tWo-^foree| jnust wnrk together im / 

. perfect harmofiy if the. best effeei5nirre'..tp be achieved. _ In 
the country and-in the towns are problems awaiting solution. 
They have really waited too long, but in the peculiar politi(ml 
position in which our country' finds itself -neglect of the 
worker and Ills, problems was, perhaps, inevitable. - Some 
small attention has been given to the agricultural labourer, 
but even he ha-s much lee'?^oy to fiaake up. The conditions 
under which our towm workers live and woik are appalling. 
They are a disgrace to the thing, we'Used ‘bo call divillsation, 
a disgrace to our common Christianity. Housing, for 
instance:, seems to ui a problem for national rather than 
local solution, though our 'docal authorities may-help very 
considerably. A Labour Party in a National Legislature 
must be strong ©nou^i to urge the solution of these problems 
as speedily as possible.

We are glad to note that the basis of organisation is the 
existing^ Trade Union Congress and Labour Party and the 
Trade Unions'of Ireland. This is the line of least resistance 
in .Lalmur orgahisation. The Trade Unions are the only 
possible basis for ah Irish Lshour P^rty at present. In the 
Trade Unions'pe contained all who are actively engaged in . 
Labour agitation, propaganda * and organisation, in our 
country. ^Suoh a basis will ensure a direct contact between
the political and industrial sections of the Labour move--...
ment, and such direct contact will be beneficial to both, 
sides of it. In the narrow sphere of an ordinary craft union 

* the larger problems an'd ideals of Labour as a v/hole might 
never be considered. Absorbed as they necessarily are in the 
detailed problems - of their particular^ craft and in the 
problems that most immediately concehrf* themselves, the 
larger world of labour might '^ery easily be overlooked. The 
.trees may obscure the Wood. The proposed party will aid 
largely'in the rectification of such a narrow outlook. It will 
bring to its members a sense’ of persiiecti-ffe opening to them- .

• selves and their followT.rs. a vista or a larger whole, which 
without.it might be lacking. Given adequate financial sup-* L

i
?

Deoembee 8, miBH 0P1NIOH

»

I

C
O

t ■

M
.

9



December 8, 1917.miSH OPINION2© ;

i-

•:

Local Notes. I

i
L-,,

•* ■

tliey do ‘their duty he will soou realise that 
*1; .vindictive proseptitions of this kind are re- . 

sented/by the workers/ ' • ;
: But the sinners*<.are not to. be. outdone- by 
the' publicans! ilobinson- and Cleaver's, of 
wofrld-wi-de fame, ? lineir , manufacturers to 
the King, Queen and all the little princes 
•and princesses,' are 'also having la police 
court interlude. Sev^eral jfLpihbers of the 
Irish Brapcrs' Assietants^.. Association are 
being prosecuted for picketitig.. .„It ia -alloged 
that the pickets'■'liaTer'anii'oyed' some- ladieB 
and 0oandali8sd;"Wfc'^r.ta. One of th.e d^en- 
dants has three eons-fighting .with the Ui&ter 
Division to “make-the world.

■ But B'. - and O. think
Wilson's message was wrongly transmitted— 
that it really reads, _ "'Make the world safe 

%r plutocracy I” In, that belief they pro- 
the drapers', assistants for . taking 

action which will .endanger the cause, 'as a' 
strike against --sweating- employers ^ un­
doubtedly ■ does. The case is still undecided, 
so we refrain from comment.

LIMERIOK NOTES.

The Town Tenantsh Akss.ociation and the 
■ affiliate-d Lahonr Societies and the Plot- 
holders’ Union of_ Limerick, ■ haying a|i- • 
pointed a Housing-Committee,' known as , • 

, “ The - Limerick City Housing Commit* 
tee,’^ do agi-tate for- the-- provifiion. .of • • 
be-tter houfSng accommodation . for the 
working classy and to consider and , 
■draw up plan^ or the, .solving of the 
hoiisfng problem in Limerick, ‘and the 
Committee being of “the opinion that the 

..most practical solution of the problem is 
the housing of the city worker, on the 
basis of eight houses to-the acre; and as 
it is now. recognised by the Government 
that the conservation'of the health and 

, well-being of the worker is’ a paramount 
duty of the -State; , and as Mr. Uloyd 
George, on behalf of the Government, 
stated in the House of ■ Commons . on 
November 24th,. 1914, that the Govern­
ment wpxild, immediately on "tlie termina­
tion of’the war, provide Buffi.aient capital 

.for the re-houoing of the'working classes, 
free, of interest,- we call upon all in­
terested 'bo-join in a national demand on 
the Gtirernment for the grant of a siiffi- 
cient s'um of-money, free of interest, .to 
nnanee the building scheme necessary; 
furthennore, 'to pre'i’'ent, inflation -of 
prz<^s of land in-.the .vicinities of 'citjes, 
landownens be compelled to set a price 
upon their land and pay -tax^is on-that 
basis. The Committee are also of-opinion 
that all ^ public. bodies concerned should 

• devise^ plans ^ and .estimate the ■ probable 
cost of settling the housing problem in 
thexi* immediate area- on'- these lines, so 
that a concerted national demand can hiP 
made for the -necessary, funds.

The ^ommittee feel that the present 
time offers an opportu.nity for the settle- 
unent .of the housing problem on national 
lines which may-not occur again forta 
generation, as there is bound to be a very 
considerable- reaction after the war so'far 
ns grants of pitblie money are eoheertied*

DUBLIN NOTI:^;. BELFAST NOTES.
Tbo autumn of tMei year rafiorded strong -Tlie Belfast bookbinders and machine rulers,

confirmation of the gtatement that tbe fall after a strike lasting six weeks, have a "dia.*. 
of * the'leaf ia the signal -for J "labour tin ct victory to their credit. They dem-anded 
troiibles." 1913 was a, time of brave'and ■ toy-per week d/dvianCe. The, employera offered 
hardy pioneering, but 1917 will be remem- 4/6, but insisted upon certain fe-arraiige- 

as a period- of .definite tadvance , in ■ ments in regard to time-sheets, which' the 
Uh-ades Union mbthods-aU'd-iiolidai-ixy'In Dub- . men refused. Tn the : settlement the em- 
lin, bringing .with them, -as they zOus-t, large < ployers agreed to pay an advance of. 6/6 per 
and widespread ixaprovemeuts for the week unconditionally. Abo-iit 100 men ' are 
-workers.^ The scarcity and’dearness of the affected. - ■ - •
necessaries of life caused tra.ue after ^-^rado 
to look'for increases in -vi'o.r4eo, tnove"
ment -^as wisely availed of by the Trades 
Council ' to call. aSSj 
from all labour b

Linen Industry.
In the -spinning 'department of the Bel­

fast linen industry wages for women now a 
range from 18/-. to 20/-week, agains'fc- 
13/6, two years ago. The-advances have, been 
gadned by organisation and pressure ^ 
through the Unions. The rates are still' too 
low,, and the pressure must be continued. , 
We are gla-d to hear that efforts are,, being 
made in Cork to bring the mill-workers in 
that district up to the Belfast level. .

demo-
in . . tmfercnco of delegates 

las in Dublin in the 
Trades Hall on Octpber..30th, with a view -to 

. formulating a-jolmi demand-for all. Useful 
discussio-ils onsued, ■ as-a result of which 
the Executive of the Trades Congreso 
asked to convene a special ».-confe.«e!mfe 
donaider tlie price and exportation of. food, 
ahd meeting of industrial groupH formed of 
allied trades were arranged to frame a de­
mand id common.

One effect of this step was that the vari­
ous'organisations se^t' in, their several de- 
n}U,nds:more or-less simuftaneouBly, thereby 
creating a situation .which all iiarties felt 
could only be met. by arbitration. 'With .the. 

•>coBt of Jiving admittedly, 100 per cent.’ up 
there could be only pne reaul.t, of arbitra- 
tlon,’ and so the* Duhlin ‘papers have been 
chronicling award after award, giving satisl 
factory improvements in pay and conditions 
to the men. In only a few cases was a stop- 
pago-of work-necessary, and-except for the 
printing . ti^de this was not of long * durai’"' 
Gou. . This latter dispute has just been* 
Bmled. .Other • settlements -reached are 
thos© of bakers, mill-hands,. gas, chemical, 

.and coal- workers,-with numerous tallied 
trades, and individual flrmsf enapldyees. In 

.. - many , cases the ’ employers, took time by 
the .forelock, and' gave’ the advances before 
they Were asked. _ Disputes ‘. under discussion 
are the dockers^ 'Carriers' * pmen, Eailway 
Crafts' Union men, fishmongers and' pouk 
terers' men, and drapers' porters. •

The bakers' dispute.showed a notable ad­
vance in organisation-^nd method, inasmuch 
as the. drivers and clerks formed .ac^ joint 
committee AhVthe ■ operative bakers, and 
together they . put ^forward their joint 
claims, with success. The" decision of the

^.^^^^^®Gnajority.;to affiliate 
with the Trades Oduneil is a rema’rkable 
example .of the growth of public intelligence.

• The publication of the award of th©* 4gri- 
■ cultural, Wa-ges Board with its 25/- minimum

■ another sign of the times, 
sufferings and struggles' of the
not been ■ in vain. ^

' settlemefits .just men4

vbry. active .and judi- 
weightiest work of this sort he has-yet-handled is the for­

mation of a Conciliation Board for Dublin,
meeting held in the Mah- 

chairmanship on Wednesday, 2 st ult., at-which the- Trades
■ and six Employers’ Associations

’ Recorder of ’ Dublin
principle of a Ooncilia- 

Ber the prevention of industrial difeutes was unenimousiy Agreed -to 
further meeting will shortly W held 
isuss detailf and procedure. »

secutewas
to

Collective Holidays.
The modern movement in^favour of ^'col- 

l-(^tive -holidaysis growing apace] These 
, differ from the ordinary general holiday 
such as "Twelfth week " in Belfast or wakes 
week in Lancashire in several. ways. The 
works are not closed down, and the workers 
don't take their families to the seaside. 
There is no expectant preparation for a 
jolly time' at a gi-ven period.- On the con­
trary, these "collective holidays ", of the 
workers occur spasmodically, often without 
any preparation whatever,- and usually they 
are taken by th© workers,in one, trade, only 
or a group of closely-related trades. ■ Some­
times they last for only a: day or two, some­
times for several -weeks. * If not* too pro­
longed, the men return-to work strengthened 
in mind, body and estate, and’with -an in­
creased , respect for their value • of collective 
actfon! , , _ _ ’

Recently the engineering-trades in this city 
resolved upon .-a "collective holiday," .and 
about five thousand men pi^ticipated in the 
enjoyment thereof; Relaxation- for a few 
short days from the stress of labour'.and 
excessive-hours of overtime-will, -we doubt 
not, be productive_ , of nothing but good
nealth. If it also induces a sound mind con­
cerning th© claims of .the . engineers in the 
Ministry of Munitions,- it will be*^ so much 
added to the blessing! ’ • ■

McGusker, puplican, “cx-city 
Oouncillor and "friend of the,* people," is 
showing signals, of distress. He'has lost his 
temper. In th© course of the barmen’s fight 
for the abolition of the living-jfh system 
and recognition of their Union, Mr. -McCus- 
ker 8 Queen’s Square house was picketed, 
and hand;bills’distributed "60 prosp’ective 

, tomers. One of the pickets was prosecuted 
an-/ the police court© for "conspiring" to 
fdamage • McCusker’s trade. .- He is said to 

- havm forcibly prevented customers from en­
tering the house. No person was brought 
to pro-ye .that he was molested in 
any way. But a renegade from the 
Union, was produced to swear that cus­
tomers had been interfered,'with, and his 
evidenc^ being supported 'by Mr. McCusker, 
was Buflicient to sa-tisfy a. bench of publi-s 
can& and their friends. Thu defendant

1 bound over to keCp thetoe'ace.
-witness boT^ '^xedi...he showed-that in the 
Witness-box. He has won this round,' but

is customers are Trade Unidnists, n,nd

/Ihe 
past hAve,1

cus-

, Wav'...

f • -< ..I'wms
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NOTES AND. - COMMENTS—from pijigc iS);;

eoonowc interest should tolorate for_ a Jor bakers, bringing thejates up to 49s. ordinary catbk fending stutfs-^-nmke, '
“■.moment. ^Ve are oemg taxed heavily for tableliands and 68s. tor ovensir^ii-an etc,, farmers a.i’o giving this scarce human

enough to provide for the technical tram- eight-hour day and abolition o.f 'Sunday food to their catCe I B is a crime agaihst '
iiig of our future 'vbrkers, ^nd we = must work as well as a minimum of 46s. for the poor and. must be orevAnted by esfery’
see te° it that,.justi e is done to them and' bi’eadyan-drivers/aje the chief po nte. A . mcans^ in our power. We .fiirecttlie.atten-' 
that they ̂ ave at least an equality of, op- minimum is also struck for apprenticeb, tion :of "tlie B'cod Omtr0HBj''to tiTe^rac."’'
portunity with workers across the Irish inside workers, stable, and yard-men. tice, and catl upon him ' to take such

‘ . Although the demands of the,men are action as will put a stop to this ermd
not fiiliy met, we-t/hitik the Unions con- was-ho. of-the poot’ man’si food in 'iime of 
cerned can congratnlato themselves on scaroity. • ■
jiaving achieved so much. Thafe this was Apropos of ffoocl, C’ontroV we 
possible 18 dim to the Imkmg of forces, curious to, kuow. vrhat-tlie Central Irish 
oh all engaged m the trade. When one ' Committeo think of their position in re'-
Mfleets how bad the outlook was some lation'to'I/oidRriouddaP Arethey 'sat'iE-
few years ago and noiv sees wha,t has. fie-i with being merely an arlrisbrybodv? 
bsen acpompiished, it, s '.a courincing If their advice is .being sucapted and 
lesson or wnat deteri»natioa. and ' per- ’ acted, upon promptly, wal’t and good: but 
isistence can do. It- is - less Bi‘'un six the time?, are crrch.-al and is'0 tear in ten 
months since a union, of forces was' many laHtancc^’Diic urgenv advice of the 
effected, and already we have.frultiyil re- Irish .Food. Control Oommitteo'.is ims^ed 
suits ^ and with continued • activity along ovtu'or ignored.' •*'4 vk are .glad'to nee'that 
these lines future gains .will far out- the Nat'onal h’xectfUve of -the Irish 
w'eigh these. The demand for the em- ‘ Trades .Chngress 'o.zid .Labour Party Is • de- . 
ploymeut. of Trade Union labour only was ’ mandihg that the Irish • Food Committee 
not granted, but as only one firm eni-^ should bo'endowad wdth'executive powers, 
pdoys hon-uiiion .labour to- any great <?x- d, At the special food .conference heldun the 
tent, and that firm caters largely, if not City Hall, Dublia, a yca;r ago, and again v 
wholly for the workers, the solution-of Herry OongVosa in August? last, the 
this problem should, not iiresent mi eh Tra>j Unionist .delegates passed unani- 
difficulty.* At any rate, when the neccs- - nicmaly^ resolutions calling for^ an Irish 
sity of making our Unions blackleg-proof, authority to take entire control o tlia . 
is being more and more felt, when joiiit export and import..of food, from and to 
action in industry is more insistentiy dO” Iiush A mere advisory coinmittea
manded, the non-unionist must' disap- tn_Jt/ord Rhondda is-pt little ’ use-'when 
pear, especially when he is less than '10 drasticnction is required in the'interests 
per-cent. ' • ' of the Irish people'.

In this instance the value of solidarity Tlie personnel of^ the pre^sent Irish Coih- 
lias been clearly demonstrated.' The . mittee may iioc bo ail that the accasibn 
teaching of dim .Connolly,^ that all sec- deniands, but. we believe it is’-sincerely 
tions in an industry should'stand .and desirous of serving Ireland’s'necds''before 
iriove''tbgetherj'has been put into .pra'C- evei’ytiiing. We suggest tliB* every pub- 
tice, and- v/ith a result that would gladden Irqland, should- back up . the
his heart were he stilT with us; and. when Insli, Trades Unionists in demanding that 
so much, can be.accomplished now^ what powers of-the Irish• Committee h© .
cannot be done when our organisatioiiis greatly extended. .
and methods are better perfected?- It is 
interesting to note that the Derry bakers 
have also linked up with tlie' bread- 
s'ervers there, .and have put forivard de­
mands for betterment wuth, let us‘ hope, 
as good results as here.

....

- War Expftnditiira al^cl Taxation.
The“ Cp-operativ© News-’1 prints the 

following from a correspondent:—-
This war is putting .many things in 

their true light so far ' as political 
: econoniy is concerned^., and some of the. 

inen in high places *obtaiir'giimpses occa- 
sibnally of the true inwardness of things. 
Thus'Bir Auckland Geddes ^-asks -us to • 
think ’of war. expenditure in terms of 
labour rather, than lii terms of millions 
of money. "\Vg cannot do better than,take, 
him atTiis word when ive oonie to consider ’ 
the questions.of tax'ation and who is to 
pay i'o'r the wrnr. On that plan we should 
proceed .“somewhat as foliov/s:— "

‘^The

aia

war necessitates the doing of 
work by (1) ccdnahate-ntss .(2) producers' 
ot munitions, Tbcd^ ^clbthing, Vetc. The, 
work c£-^ production js performed by the 
application of labour to the-'materials and

• il^sourrAs of nature by means of such: 
tools as the .workers, themselves have 
fashioned. Tlie^ workers 'have made, 
everything. StatingBhe w/ar expenditure 
in terms of labour, then, we see that the 
war is being paid fc*f^as_ wo go along.

. Hey'ertheless,^ thes^same.. statesmen. 
who ask us to think of the w^ar expendi­
ture in terms of labour point to a huge 
debt wdiich they tell us has been piled up, 
and to wTiich they refer in terms of thou-<^ 
sands.'of ■ millions . of pounds. TTiiis w©' 
have twm w’ar debts; as -workers, we are 
paying for -the-war twice over—once by 

..the swent of our brows in terms of labour 
as w'e "go'along, and again by taxation 
spread over future .years, ‘ ior we muBt 
remembop that all taxations like every- 

. thing else, comes out of the'products of
• labour.-^ . - •u

I

m

The Clerk^ are MovingiHave we, ps' w*orkers, .suSicient cour- 
' a^e to refuse to pay the debt teic© over? 
• Iseed "we bother to argue the matter with 
the drones who at present have lawful 

. ^"control -of the resources of ■ nature, and 
will certainly assert their so-called rights 
and show %ht for them.? . .. ...

“The drones will ask: T'What about 
capital? Yon cannot ,produce anything 
without capital to give, you aecess -to and 
enable you to make'use of the resources 
of* nature.’' '

■Recently organised as.-idle'Mersey Dis- 
triefc Sliipbuil-ding.and’Reimiring Clerical, " 
Society Cost Clerks, tho time-kdapbrs and 
store-ke'epers employed on,'Merseyside .

CHEAP C^‘^ FEEDIHG PGR' PATTLP been successful in obtaining a stan-
FfcEDIriG FOR CATTLE, dard rate of -w'ages. A mass‘meeting-of

It has come to our knowledge that new»Society’ members- approved -of. the 
many fgrmers are buying wheaten meal granted by the masters, which pro-
and hour for calf and cattle feeding. The wages or 24s. a week for juniors of
maximum price for bread and Tour -wms Id years of .age, rising to 60s. at the age 
fixed by the-Food Controller with the m- ’m Ti4. Clerks, time-keepers, and _ store- 
tention of enabling the poor to buy w-heat keepers of over 22' years of age are to-\ 
products at a comparatively reasonable I’eceiye 60s. per-,week,, and payment for 
rate—^the Treasury bearing the loss be- overtime, Sunds/ys and Bank holidays 
tween the maximum price and the actual are to be oh the 47 hours’ agreement 
cost of wheat, freight, milling, and mar- | sliding scale.

rr^

To this we may reply briefly and to 
the point:'' Granted* But the only capi­
tal^ w© require is the same as -that with 

-which you^ started, namely, political 
power*’ Think this over, and see whether 
it is not BO.”

i-i
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of all iliQ forms of reactionstry oppres-* 
sion; tlm b^>st and bravest of the 
leaders were seized' and cast into 
prison, along with tbonsands of the 
rank and file 5 the army turned_3heir 
guns on the mobs, ^«exi:asperated into re«* 
volt by the beartlessness of thejofiicial 
treatment, and in one case it is re- 

‘ corded that the ax^tillery was’ nsed for 
the demoiitioh of a house iii. which, a 
handful of strikers had taken refuse. 
'\f.omen did not escape the treatment 
meWd cut to the sterner se:s, and to' 
day they He in the Bpanish gaols, the 
fiower of Spain’s democratic • woman 
hood,’’-

Those who want aU&tmentB should make I 
application to the local authorities for them* 
and worry the authorities—coundllors and 
permanent ofhcialg—until they get them.

The iO.O.B.A. regulations give certain, ■com­
pulsory powers which can, be used—although 
apnarently certain clauses ‘in the BngHah 
and Scottish allotment regulations do not , 
apjdy ’to Ireland*^Trelnnd having the usual 
good point left out, i.e., that limfilng the 
amount of rent to he paid. The principal 
work to ho don© on the allotment 'at prc’- 
sent’ is that of digging or trenching the 1 
soil, so as to have it in good order for the 
sprang. To dig a plof emciently. it^may ' 
he better to mark it’ off-into strips ?^hout 1 
iOft. wide across the plot- Then at one end of . 
the first strip mark off a port4on ahout Sft. 
wide, after which remove from this portion 
the soil",to the depth ’’of about 13 inches,
placing it at the te end of the ground, L rs -- ‘*1auBTOaktastJie i}rsttmohi6ft. by rn- by pSaaraen -and Firemaii, •
1ft. Behind this mark o£f another portion, 'Tfio first wnge decision of tbo National ; 
about 18 inches wide this time. With the Maritime .Board-bas been made, the fob 
spade lift off the surface layer of jjnss. or living standard rates having been

commended to the.Bhjpping QontroUer 
and coBfirme4 by him — 
hbr Seamen and Firemen on MontlUy^ 

Articles: ;

,ALI.OTMgHTS OB OABPSB PLOTS* '

Xn thiaf dolumn will he found, from time tn* 
_1 tinoe, information concerning allotments, the 

various conditions affecting ailotments and 
allotment holders ns such, aiid general notes 
on seasonable work which ought to be don© ^ 
at various parts of the year. Allotments in ‘ 

. Irelnnd have had a run of about ten years, 
the primary efforts hav.l_ng been made in 
Belfast and 3Dubliu---the' 'former being a 
Bchem© of '^Garden Plots'' for artisans, 
etc,, xmder the Garden Plots Association, 

‘^and the latter, a echenie of allotments for 
casual workers, under the publin Vacant 
Band Cultivation Society—a scheme in 
augurated through the work of the late 
Mr. d^oaeph Pels. 6ince tho successful estab- 
lishment/.and gradual gipwth .of these' 
.schemes, the allotment or gpden idea has 
caught on, but more particularly so since 
the stern Taecessity of the war and reduced 

■ wages have made the question one of econo­
mic lanportanoe.

. prom 1916 onwards the movement became 
^"-ja'^^pular one, bringing us a result’the 

laudations of tho Press, of publio-apirited’' 
persons, and the Up .service of politicians. 
,Xt is estimatetU that there-are. over 20,000 
allotments or individual ‘plots, ranging in 
size from 300-600 square yards, in Ireland 
at present, a big proportion of which are in 
the North nround and about Belfast, and 

. .a smaller proportion around and about Pub- 
lin; while there are schemes in Limerick, 

aterford, Cork, Naas, etc., etc. At the pre­
sent time.'the demand for odlotmenta is very 
great. Thougands of would-be. food pro- 

- ducers, having sufficient spare time to culti- 
mto allotments, are waiting anx'iously for 
an opportunity to cultivate fome of the 
waste land—i.e., land which is not in culti­
vation although capable of being so. Por 
ouch, land prohibitive rents laro being asked 
—up to £10 per acre (while ‘ allotment 

" laitcl in Bngland lots at under £3)—and other 
absurd conditions are- being laid, dov/u, as < 
to dispokessioji without a quarter’s notice, 
or conyxensatioh for crops: while in many 

* oases the ■•landowners refuse to let their 
ground for allotments, on the score that 
allotment holders will waait security of 
tenure, and will, once they get on to the 

-aground, do xall they esn to remain thbret 
that the gromad-'-is too valuable to have 

. working people coiastantly in possession of 
^ it. As a consequence .of this (patriotj.c) 

“action of the landowners in preveia'ting an 
Increase in.the food supply, an Irash Blot- 

•• holders’ ABsooiation has sprung into emst- 
ence. This association has a rather ambi­
tious scheme of objects, but, strange to say, 
it has not* as yet laid down in its programme 

n as its first demand '’the increasing of the 
number of tallotmeaxts by any and every 
means in its power.” At tbe present time it 
is largely a Lublin district organisation, 
but, given careful management, it will 
readily grow into an All-Ireland scheme,

. and bring all' classes of Irish opinion to- 
getlrcr on to the one vital, point, that of 
getting workers back to the'' land.

The recent meeting of this association In 
the Mansion House, Lublin, with the Lord 
Mayor in the chair, seern^d to breathe of 
labour, and the possibilities of allotments 
in connection with Irish'* housing and other 
problems. It may bo possible in a futfire 
4(58ue of this paper to refer to some of the 

^ objects of this aesocintion, and to offer 
Buggestipne thereon. .

Those who have allotments .should do all. 
they can to bring others in as applicants 
for allotmeixtB.,

• #*

re- ■pauQ iiit on r.iie suiiaco v*
„6il, and throw into the bottom of th© first 
trench: then dig down the toll to the depth 
of 13 Inches, throwing'this also unto the first 
trench.

Proceed similarly by marking off 18 in,
portjoxis across , each 10ft. strip' and digging ^____
or .throwioig-dh© eojl forward, leaving it in r Oarponter 
a lumpy conditfoix, 'until all -finished, EonWraibi 
when the soil which was fir^t. taken out *
.should he filled into the last trench. ,Where 
wire-xvorms abound, a dressing of from 4 to 
6 ozs. per oq. yd. of gas lime about d inches 
from the surfaco will -work wonders.

* ‘ PbOT HOLPSB.”

‘ 8

f
D6ok pejJsirtfneBt,

.. £14 0 0 ixep month
as 0 0

,.Boatswain^s 13 -O .0 •
Lam|)-'lir|mjnG3's 
Qfuai^erjna^stap 
AM© Seaman

• • • * « *

J3 5?
' >3 5313 0 0 •„ , „

12 0, 0 ■„

11 10 0
Rngins-ropim Dapartment.

} 0 0 per montli
8 0 .0

* V • « •• • »

« • •

« » © 9^
33 »3

Donkeyman
Storekeeper
Leading Firemen 12 10 0 

(When- carried) ■
' Greasers  ...... v 12 10 0 ■,,

Fireineix ............ 12 0 0 j'j ’ ,
Til® I'ates of pay of sailors and firemen 

•'■ on weekly'^ articles, finding their own 
food, ^ will 'be £B 17s. 6d. per weeks hut 
rates'^for other ratixigs on weekly articles, 
ajid for ordinary seamen and trimmers 
on moxxthly articigs have still to- be fixed.* 

The., rates nanmd are inclusive of all 
bonuses, and additioxxs, and do not appjy 
to x^essel^ undei’200 tons grosSj-or to ves­
sels sailing- under 'the share system. 
These and raibvay^owmed vessels will be 

I separately considered. The Bohrd is con- 
sidming tho case of men • who ’ signed- 
articles previous-bo Oct. 6.

W ages in the catei’ing department have 
a BO heen considered, and a provisional 
determination made for passenger lines,.

4»•

• It* • • 9 * • • • «
tip

Tfw Food Question in Spain, /
We have bef ore us a statement issued 

' by the Merthyr TVdvil (South Wales) 
Trades andLaboxxr (Jouncil, calling attem 
tion- to some facts in connection with the 
recent Spanish industrial situation. Tjie 
story is full of significance forTrisfimen-v. 
we trust the parallel will hot he worked 
out too fully. Unfoi’tunately the nows is 
still incomplete-and fragmentary,^ but the |’ 
facts so far are clear

Spain is a self ^supporting neutral, 
ivliO niight have beeix expected to suffer 
less than most fron| the present holo- 

, caust in Furope, But Spaihihaa the mi^J- 
fortune common to all modern States of 
being ruled ■ by ■ capitalists in the 
interests of profit, accentuated! by the 
intense greed of heiv capitalist class. 

■These capitalists, in whoso hands X’ests 
the full powers-of a reactionary govexm- 

— inent, aiscovGred that larger profits 
weie to be made by exporting food 
stuffs produced in their country, than 
by its distribution am,o.ngst the Spanish 
peoples,. Food prices soared in Sixain 

■ until gaunt want stalked •throug'h. the 
land, and the spectre of hunger gripped

'^’^’hi'kers’ mixidren#
, Spanish Labour movement 

‘ naturally .epneerned -xvith the fate of its 
umrs, began^ a constitutional agitation 
fox; the Farhamentafy-control of food 
prices. The reply of ‘ the Spanish 
Government, dictated by its, capitalist 
controllers, was one df defiance, and a 
challenge,to fight.^ Labour then had no 
other resources than do withdraw 
.labour- This was the signal for the

i-s

j

■•rsivw

' j-Trades Colinpils,
^ Belfast Trades Council have arranged a 
round .of deputations to iion-amixated 
bocieties. As a result, it is expected that 
a.large number of new. branches will be-' 
come afiiliated xu;.the New Year. In the 
new conditaons arising out of the xvar, it 
IS of the 'litmost importance that every

‘ih^dosXWncil^^ represented in the local

Portatiown and Uiirgan.
A pades Coiinoil lias lieea forajod 

.Or tmS' ^strict, and has mads a projuis-
^ TOomhership of about 

teelvs.&oeiolaes. We. hops to' have good 
news shortly about-the movswent in'*this 

I hitherto low-paid industrial district.
its’

use.
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lEfSH OPINIOlv 2» C4«M

.WEI.COME CRITICISM. on Vmani and French'^Freemasonry is 
no more an attack on Bhance than an' 
attack on Hngent, the A*0,H,, and % l\' 
O’Connor (who deseiwes more than«he 
gets) is an attack on Ii^eland, or an at­
tack on^Carson, the Orangemen, and the 
Konsitites is an attack on England.

Wishing your Notes and the journara 
long and sturdy future. I appreciate the 
difficulty of the •work yon have.under­
taken.—Yours, etc,,

MINISTRY OF FOOO.
"‘ Bear Sh^-r^-lp. your interesting and 
sigttiicant notes, in- one paragraph you 
attack those who ;have dealt in an un­
critical manner with foreign affairs. I 
•Uiink yon will not object my putting 
the view point of, that large section of 
Sinn Fein who are fervent OathdUcs, al- 

" though I, as one interested in Irish public 
affairs, have a horror of involving re­
ligious quarrels with political or indus­
trial movements. Still, the psychology 
of the Irish Catholic must he clearly put.

Men are - extremely sensitive where 
their religioh,~-.ie™conQerned, and where 
but yesterday Viviani was acting with 
amazing intolerance towards “ Catholi­
cism, those who cherish that religion 
the apple of theiu eye, recognised, as you 
youx’.self did in a jmevious paragraphj 
that there are principles which can never 
he suhordinated to political opportunism.
The average Catholic wants the pflneiple 
of y to I’ve and let liveV ta,app y to all 
religions, including his own. He there^ 
fore resents most vehemently an attack 
in.Franoe op anywhere else upou his re- 
ligidn. A good jdeal of myste.ry is at­
tached to- the activities of Freemasonry. 
in,Europe. But there appears to he a 
large mass of opinion in Spain, France 
and Italy which is profoundly convinced 
that it is the- enemy ^^forcene’- of 

^ Catholicism. Hence Irish Catholics be­
come ^passionately indignant with men 
like Nugent who, posing as a Catholic, 
has attempted to imitate the methods of 
Freemasonry, and then fraternises with 
one who^ is out to exterminate* Catholi­
cism. In a.recent issue of the ‘^CSamhridge 
Magazine I have ohs.erved that the 

• Socialists of Italy are as vehement, in 
tbeir -opposition to Freemasonry as the 
Catholics, because they regard that body" 
as representing ‘tbourgeois oarntalism.’^
A recent speech from Nathaii, ^the great 
repreisentative of . Masopry, the,: Jate 
Mayor of Home, would go to coniirm the 
view that Freemasonry is allied to the 
Jpsquian Contiste movement - and the 
Jingos. As to. the Bepublicanism of the 
Freemasons, so far as one can draw the 

- truth from the heated contxoversies in 
the foreign Press that Republicanism is 
far more anti-i’eligions than it is demo­
cratic. '' Irish Opinion'' should have a 
great future. before it, as there is a great 

. work to be done for democracy. I know 
perfectly well that, so far as the first 
principles of public life are concerned,
I agree with you, but I feel that if 
demoex-atic movement is to grow strong 
in Ireland the religious feelings of the 
majority of Irishmen, which happen also 
to be mine, must not be hurt. An attack' f ' .

POTATOES ORDER (No. 2),
1917f

■
TTNPEB, THE ABOVE ORDER Tm 
y HINIOTK PBIOB o £6 per ton Cor ' 

Bound Ware Potatoes baa been abolished, 
and aJS^ew BAES PRICE, which will be fixed 
month by month, has been substituted.

The BASE PRICE for tiio, period from the 
19th November, 1917, to the Slst December, 
1917, is xxer ton, free on rail or boat.

Growers who sell their own Potatoes .m 
Lots of FODR TONB or over at the BABE 
PRICE, or at Prices between the Criaranteed 
Price of £6 ixer ton and the BABE PRICE; 
'are entitled to “ Cbmponaatioxx. assessed on 
the amount by wMoh their average Selling’ 
Price falls .short* oi per -ton.

Crowers may soil-their own Potatoes in 
Lots of 4 tons or over at legs than the BASE 
PRICE, mt such .Bale will he deemed, for 
the purpose of Compensation* to have been 
made at the BABE PRICE, ; ,

Growers ■ may sell tbeir own Potatoes 'm 
Lots of less than 4 tons at any Price not 
exceeding a pHoe. at the rate of £6 iOs. Od. 
a ton, but 110 CompeusatTon will be paid ffi 
respect of any such Bales,

Claims for Compensation can only be em 
terfamed for Sales of Lots of 4 tons or 
more, in eluding, however. Deliveries to One 
Buyer' of .smaller Lots amounting in the 
aggregate dn any one week to 4 tons or more,

Growers entitled to Compensation'should 
sell their Po'Satoes flirough a Licensed Gov..- 
eriiment Agent. The Holmes and Addresses 
of such Agents may bo obtained at tixa 
nearest Police Barracks. ,

. The Compensation 'will be. paid to the 
■ Grower by the Government Agent to v/h<|m - 
he sells the Potatoes, either at the time 'of - ■ 
delivery 'or at the end of each Base Period.

The necessary Forms of Application to. be 
filled up by the Government Agent are to 
be obtained from, and when completed are 
ip be returned to, the Assistant Directorj 
Ministry of Pood, Vegeulbles Branch, KiL 
worth House, Kildare B-treet, Dublin.

When Potatoes, are delivered in Lots of 
4 tons or ’mbre direct to the Purchaser, and 
not through a Licensed Government Agent* 
every such transaction must be recorded on 
aP‘’OBH to bo.olTtained from the ASBISTAKT 
DIRIOCTOIG MIHISTRT OP POOD, VEGE­
TABLES BRANCH. KILWORTH HOLBB, 
KILDARE STREET, DUBLIN, and the de­
livery of the Potatoes must be verified ui 
the space nrovided theieon by a SERGEANT 
of the LOCAL IRISH GOa^BTABULARP. .

A EFAHEE.
N.B..—gablier from your remarks on 

America that a bourgeois 1 
hardly better than a Monarchy or Fm- 
pire, hence the quari-el between Free­
masonry and the Koyalists of- Fimcc, a*s 
a political squabble must leave a real 
democracy cold* ”

is

as
CkFEKB ANP TOABF UNIONISM.
The unorganised clerk hae long been 

mi eyesore to Trade Unxoxiists, but judg­
ing by the progress made by the Iris 
Ulerica Workers’ Union” since its in­
ception hardly a month ago, the un- 
organiso'd clerk tvill sooxx be - the excep.. 
tion, at any rate in Bublin, and what 

ripuhiin does. Jo-day all Ireland does to- 
moxTow. ' :

The I.C.W.U, is an all-Irish Unioxx, 
and this fact, judging py the number of 
applications ior inemoerslxip, arrears 
to be appreciated.. That'a Trade Union 
for Ixdsh CTeiks was not,; until recently, 
a reality, is a proof of the old saying— 
What’s everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business.

The clerks of Ireland, both men and 
xvomen, have at last made up their 
minds to become. Trade Unionists, and 
the least to be expected is that they will 
make as good a show as their. brother 
workers.

The old idea that clerks were too 
respectable to be Trade Unionists has, • 
like many another, been swept away by 
the hard fact of eooxiomic pressure, and 
the dexhocratic tendency of the times. 
Lack of opportuxxity can no longer he 
pleaded as an excuse fox' not being or­
ganised, -anrl by joiniixg. the I.C.W.TJ, 
tixe clerks of Ireland can show their ap­
preciation of what has been and ip being 
done to fnrther their interests. Of lip 
service there has been ah abundance;, 
xvliat is now required is i‘eal service, ani­
mated, if necessary, by a spirit of self- 
sacrifice. '

Alany unthinking or prejudiced peoifie 
imagine that an Irisli Union tends 
toxvards a ixarroxv national outlook, but 
many of us believe that real xxilernatioii- 
alism must' be based on a fiank recogni­
tion of the principles of nationality.

LOMNALL.

a

3
CoKa© to—
SHANAHAN BROS.,

134 FOLEY STREET
(OKI' TALBOT STEBKT),

FOR BIST DRINKS AND 
FAMOUS “ 303 ” WHISKSV,

#
' THE MARY STREET 

-PICTURE HOUSE 
(TheMaiPY-b.’O 

The ‘Crisis’ is Coming.

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
‘ TALBOT STREET., 

First in Dublin■

andJ .. still the Best.
afaaiAi^gs

tv
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D. &: j; BRIDGMAN,
75 Parn«ll Street,

> ,J. T. LENA S S,’Pisoao 4150list.
J, C. iCMBN3.Y, ,

laticiut aiMl Irish iTBlaud titirafuri) “ a Speciality.

£i9 UFPBS STEPHKN ST.
. AMrg$ Variety of Xmas Kovelties and 

Xma$ Oards
At KSARNEY" , &2 BTIl 'GT GEOBGF/S ST

HATTER und OUTEITTEft^
2 and 3 Capel Street, Dnlbim.

■ t - f „
lrish*mat{e Goods a Speoiallty,

Opposite Parnell Momment*
Irish Ireland and Bahoiir Literatm’e. 

Badges, Stationery, &c

WURK-ERSl„ ¥/ear the " LV,” Shirt
The Und^FolotMii^j,

And Support Home Industry* 
Wholesale only from

The “ Connolly ” Memopial 
Workrooms,.

31 BESS mm, nUBEIN.

i
High-Class Tsiloring—•Lay and Clerical,,EDUCATE I!

M.
•65 MlPDiiE ABBEY STBBET

[Late Todd, Burns, Ltd.).
Trmd^ Unmn Labputf^

f^CERBEHQM’S EOAH FOE IRISH 
WORKERS/'—By Ronald.

''A PLEA FOir'SOCIAL EMANCIPA­
TION IN IRELAND/'— 
McKenna.

SOCIALISM MADE'EASY/'—By 
James Connolly •

,1^

Have you yet tried the .•0*^

HATIOHAL LAUHDRY CO. ?
FREIOH ARMY BOOTS

Hand^Sewa. Sizes, 7 to 12.
If not> you will he well advised to do so. 
Postage Paid one way on Country Parcels.

« each, free.
WATIONAL liATJNDBY G.O.',

60 south William Street, DUBUN,
I6/iI per pair ; worth 30/-

-MBOUR
DUBLIN.

“CHRISTIE’S 
SHOP,

SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE, 
78 Taibot St., Dublin.

vj . ’ - - -.

for OYriiyittiDg 
to tlifi iype-
iriterauOsp- 
iicitor line.

. F-OLEV’S 
^ 25 BACHELOR’S 
S v/AHv.

11 abban
QUAY,

The Irish Transport & General Workers;Union
[Founded January, 1909.]

Head OBlee :--;.Liberty Hail, Dublin.
Affiliated to-tlie Irish Trades Union Con gross and Labour I’arty, and with all loe^^I 

Trades Councils. Beg. No. 276. Approved Society No. 62.
rpais organiBation was in order to provide for the workers of this eonrtrv
X a Trade Tinioii with headuuarters in Ireland, haying its affairs managed :and • 
controlled hy Irish Workers, and its policy and PTogramme based on Irish conditions s 
so as to secure- for all workers in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, better conditions • 
of employment, mprovcd housing, a higher standard of iviu , and a fuller and freer ' 
li e for all who ^ .

HO WORKER
can afford to be without

GIBSOL • !
A bive Union fop Live workers. 
Thirty Branohes,
Join Howl

It Gtiros Cuts, -Scalds, Burns, and Hands 
Graolvcd and Sore from Exposure

St Cares all kindB of Skin Trouble, Bczema, 
Bingworni, Piles, Wounds and Bruises,

It is .ujade by. Irish labour.

over 20,op Members,
He who hesitates is lost I !

If there is no Branch in your district, write to
"YHOMAS FORAN, General President, Liberty Hall, Dublin, i

rio other Ointment is as good.
.Of ail Chemists,

*■ '
’Xf'l or direct from the 

manufaoturers. AauAC 11A tioDlAS 1917,
a, GIBSON & GO.,

1 Clare Lane, DUBLIN. ' Vt

'*v-

Irish Industry, Art,
Music and Dancing,

MANSION HOUSE,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7th, TO MONDAY, DECEMBER 17th.

McQuillan for Tools
McQuillan for »82ors
Most up-to-date Stocks in Ireland.

35/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN.

IRELAND FOR THE* IRISH

supporting Ireland’s industries.
«n-erything Irish for'men’s Wo stock 

wear. Buy fromns.

04 TALBOI BmtBBirDUBLm ’ 

Printed for. the “Iridi liuhani

Admission 
Season Tickets -

B..w«u at.. 1^-i.«78M,”bahiir&'co;:ur/ii^

'm■ m s 3d.m M r<\m 0 i0 t!• 'am d/6. ■
a Newspaueaij,
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